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1. LA FRENCH TECH: A VIBRANT ECOSYSTEM
In recent years the French startup ecosystem has shown remarkable dynamism, driven
by a new generation of entrepreneurs, investors, engineers, designers and many other
talented individuals. This diverse and innovative community was labelled – “French
Tech” – and French startups have rallied around this emblematic moniker. “French
Tech” also refers to the public sector policy of providing support for this ecosystem.
Today France has undoubtedly reached a tipping point. This is obvious in Paris where,
thanks to a strong political impulse, there are now more than 40 business incubators,
soon to be joined by the world’s largest incubators: Le Cargo (15,000 m2) and La Halle
Freyssinet (33,000 m2, 1000 startups, 80 co-working spaces and 20 fablabs). More
than 1,500 startups are being created each year, the number of success stories is
mounting and Paris is showing an exceptional level of dynamism. This is widely
acknowledged and reflected in its international rankings.

KEY FIGURES


3 IPOs listed on Nasdaq in the last two years: DBV Technology valued at more
than 1.3 billion euros, Critéo at more than 1.9 billion euros, and CELLECTIS
at more than 1 billion euros.



France is the European country with the highest number of high-growth
companies for the 5th year in a row (Source: Deloitte Technology Fast 500
EMEA)



France is Europe’s 2nd most active venture capital market (Source: Clipperton).
This market has grown at 70% in 1 year.



The number of French startups raising more than 30 million euros have grown
significantly since 2013, and numerous companies have raised more than 100
million euros in 2015 : Blablacar 300M€, Parrot 300M€, Showroomprive.com
256M€, Sigfox 100M€ (source: Bpifrance).
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2. FRENCH TECH HUBS: BUILDING BRIDGES TO
INTERNATIONAL ECOSYSTEMS
French Tech Hubs are meant to build bridges between major international cities and
France. They aim at facilitating and accelerating growth for startups from France and at
facilitating access to France for startups, investors and talented individuals. In each
hub, this programme is operated by a community of French entrepreneurs and
investors already settled in that location with the support of the French government.

“French Tech Hub” is the label which has been assigned to this programme by the
French government. French Tech Hubs have the following common objectives:

1. Create and structure dynamic French Tech communities with a solid local base
in technology hubs around the world, involving entrepreneurs, executives, investors,
support structures and public actors.
2. Facilitate the development of French startups abroad. In order to make it easier
for French entrepreneurs to settle in a given territory, each French Tech Hub:
a.

has a dedicated web portal bringing together a list of the French Tech
actors already based in the ecosystem (incubators, coworking spaces,
investors, French startups, events, etc.) and all the support programmes
available to help French entrepreneurs develop their business abroad
(accelerator programmes, immersion programmes, fundraising tools,
informations and resources on the business environment, etc.). This portal
provides a unique entry point for French entrepreneurs looking to develop
their business in Hong Kong;

b.

relies on a pool of mentors (entrepreneurs, investors, executives) with a
good knowledge of the local ecosystem who can offer advice and guidance
to French entrepreneurs who want to grow their business abroad.

3. Promote French Tech to local actors (investors, companies, entrepreneurs,
executives, incubators, accelerators, media outlets) and present them the many
opportunities which are available in France (recruiting top talents, investment
opportunities, opportunities for setting up in business, sourcing startups, etc.).
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The international French Tech programme aims at accelerating the exchanges and the
development of French companies in each country by creating a global network of
French Tech communities upon which entrepreneurs and other key actors can rely on.

The French Tech label is granted by the French government to projects that are:


initiated by a community of French entrepreneurs and investors established in
the specific location;



supported by French public authorities in this specific location;



fulfilling the criteria of the French Tech label.

By bringing together all stakeholders under the leadership of entrepreneurs, French
Tech Hubs aim at reinforcing the structuration of assistance programmes around the
world and create a leverage effect in terms of visibility abroad and understanding of a
specific business environment.
To date, 11 French Tech communities bear the label La French Tech: New York, San
Francisco, Israel, Tokyo, Moscow, Abidjan, Barcelona, Cape Town, Hong Kong,
Montreal and London.
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3. LA FRENCH TECH HONG KONG
On 29 January 2016, the French minister for the Economy, Industry and Digital Affairs
Emmanuel Macron has officially launched La French Tech Hong Kong.

“The community of French entrepreneurs is an asset for our country. These
French entrepreneurs, executives and investors who live abroad may have
limited recognition in France, but they are respected and influent leading figures
in their ecosystems. They are the pride of our country. Today, La French Tech
needs its community of entrepreneurs to help it move further, to contribute to
the development of French startups and to promote the image of France
throughout the world. It is together that we will turn France into a startup
nation.”
Emmanuel Macron
Minister for the Economy, Industry and Digital Affairs

An important and dynamic French tech community in Hong Kong


More than 25,000 French nationals live in Hong Kong, one of the largest French
community in Asia;



Most of the largest French companies in the ICT sector (Orange, AlcatelLucent, STMicroelectronics, Oberthur, Schneider Electric, Safran, Thalès,
Gemalto, Ubisoft, Capgemini, Atos Origin), as well as many French Tech SMEs
and middle-market companies (Parrot, Archos, Cegid, Fifty-five, Linkbynet,
Gameloft) have already settled in Hong Kong. In 2014, 34 subsidiaries of
French companies in the ICT sector were accounted for in Hong Kong,
generating 260 M€ of profits and providing around 900 jobs.



Hong Kong witnesses the rise of more and more startups founded by French
entrepreneurs, among which some have met tremendous success. 8 Securities,
for instance, a company which provides mobile trading & investing service in
Asia, has raised 17 M$ since its creation in 2010. It has recently been elected
“Best Mature Start-up” during the FinTech Finals 2016 during the StartMeUp
Festival.
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"Hong Kong is transforming into a leading hub for innovation and
entrepreneurship. The city is within five hours of half of the world's population,
is next door to Shenzhen (the world's capital for hardware) and is adjacent to the
Pearl River Delta (the high tech manufacturing hinterland). This strategic location
gives French startups and enterprises an ideal platform to use it as a lab, a
showcase and a global launchpad. It is also a melting pot for the ideation to
commercialisation of Financial Technology, Smart City Technology, the Internet
of Things, health technology, data analytics/e-Commerce technology, retail
technology and supply chain logistics technology ensuring the fastest and
scalable "go to market" process. Its enormous wealth of entrepreneurial talent,
well developed business infrastructure, IP protection laws and deep pool of
capital provide all the right ingredients for Hong Kong based French enterprises
to succeed."
Charles Ng
Associate Director-General, InvestHK

Structuring the French Tech community in Hong Kong
This buoyant French tech community in Hong Kong is now joining hands to launch
French Tech Hong Kong.
This initiative aims at capitalizing on the dynamism of the new technologies industry in
the Pearl River Delta. Within just a few years, a technology-friendly business
environment has emerged in Hong Kong, benefiting from the traditional assets of the
city, which enjoys one of the most favorable business environments in the world, and
the full support of the Hong Kong government. Hong Kong offers considerable growth
opportunities for startups, the total number of which grew by 50% in 2015 compared to
2014, in an environment where private and public actors work together in synergy.
La French Tech Hong Kong is now officially launched, relying on the structuring work
accomplished by the French tech community over the years. The aim is to make it
easier for French entrepreneurs to access the local ecosystem and make the French
Tech community more visible on the Hong Kong tech scene.
This initiative is open to all the French tech community in Hong Kong and it also aims
at strengthening ties with the French Tech community in Shenzhen, a major technology
hub in mainland China, through cross-borders events.
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“The ecosystem of startups that I saw emerging in Hong Kong is currently
booming with the contribution of many French entrepreneurs who have settled
here in the past five years. This dynamism has grown significantly in 2015
thanks to the creation of furthermore startups and the launch of startup
accelerators. La French Tech Hong Kong is an open door to help startups grow
with the help of their community. A group where entrepreneurs are welcome to
leverage network and visibility, with in mind a positive-sum result.”
Matthieu Bodin
Community & Fundraising Manager, W Hub
Co-initiator of La French Tech Hong Kong project

A project impelled by 15 leading figures of La French Tech
Impelled by around 15 figures of the French tech community in Hong Kong, La French
Tech Hong Kong has two main objectives: provide the French entrepreneurs with the
tools to get together and increase their visibility in Hong Kong, and more widely in the
Pearl River Delta region.
The emergence of a structured, active and visible French Tech community in Hong
Kong will help French startups settle in Hong Kong, particularly by enabling P2P
contacts with French entrepreneurs who have already settled their businesses in Hong
Kong.
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Today, La French Tech Hong Kong is:
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a network of around a hundred French Tech entrepreneurs;



the hk.lafrenchtech.com website providing an entry point to the Hong Kong
ecosystem with services provided to startups by the partners of the project:
Business France, the Economic Department of the Consulate General of
France, The French Chamber of Commerce and of Industry;



networking meetings organized by the entrepreneurs and events orgarnized by
local partners such as Cyberport ot the Hong Kong Science & Technology Park;



15 ambassadors of La French Tech Hong Kong : entrepreneurs, high-level
executives and investors counselling French entrepreneurs who wish to expand
their businesses in the region (see list on page 8);



French speakers at local events such the Startmeup Festival organized by
InvestHK, the RISE conference, the APAC Innovation Summit or the IT Fest;



meetings with heads of leading French Tech companies visiting Hong Kong;



communication campaigns targeting local opinion-leaders;



close cooperation with actors of La French Tech based in Shenzhen with crossborder events.

Founding members of La French Tech Hong Kong

Initiators of the project

Matthieu Bodin, W Hub, Fundraising Manager
Vivian Meriguet, Wild At Heart, Co-Founder
Brice de Matharel, Mercurr, Co-Founder

Ambassadors

Jean-Pascal Tricoire, Schneider Electric, CEO
Luc-François Salvador, Capgemini, Executive Chairman APAC
Arnaud Julienne, ST Microelectronics, Senior Director
Eric Haïssaguerre, Orange, General Manager for Greater China
Cédric Delzenne, Fifty Five, Head of Hong Kong Office
Mathias Helleu, 8 Securities, Chairman
Benjamin Detroye, Linkbynet Asia, CEO
Karen Farzam, W Hub, Co-Founder
Augustin Ceyrac, Easyship, Co-Founder
Paul Lugagne Delpon, Easyship, CTO
Florence Cordier Giraudon, BuyMeDesign, Founder
Frederick Saurat, Terminal.Tech, Founding Partner

French public actors

Business France, the Economic department of the Consulate
General of France in Hong Kong and Macau, French Tech
Mission, Bpifrance

Hong Kong public actors

InvestHK

Private actors

French Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Hong Kong,
Cyberport, Hong Kong Science & Technology Park
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4. French Tech Ambassadors in Hong Kong
Name/Surname: Jean-Pascal Tricoire
Title: CEO
Company: Schneider Electric
Mini-bio: Jean-Pascal Tricoire joined Schneider Electric in
1986. He was appointed President and Chief Executive Officer
in 2006 and named Chairman & CEO in April 2013. His career
at Schneider Electric has developed largely outside France in
operational functions in Italy, China, South Africa and USA.
Moreover, Jean-Pascal is President of the France-China
Committee since 2009. Jean-Pascal holds a degree in
Electronic Engineering and a MBA.
http://www.schneider-electric.com/

Name/Surname: Luc-François Salvador
Title: Executive Chairman APAC & Middle East
Company: Capgemini
Mini-bio: Luc-François Salvador, Executive Chairman of
Capgemini Asia Pacific and the Middle East, was previously
Chairman of Sogeti Group, a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Capgemini Group and a leading provider of technology and
software testing, specializing in Application, Infrastructure and
Engineering Services. Luc-François Salvador, joined the
Capgemini Group in January 1978, and has built his career
within the Group since that day, constantly evolving, taking on
new challenges and roles, both on the technological and sales
side and in the key geographies of the Group.
https://www.capgemini.com/
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Name/Surname: Cédric Delzenne
Title: Head of Hong Kong Office
Company: Fifty-Five
Mini-bio: A Digital Marketing Specialist with a passion for retail
innovation and technology with a purpose, Cedric moved to
Hong Kong in 2010. He is currently Head of Hong Kong office at
55, the data agency, helping brands & retailers increase
marketing, advertising and sales performance across channels
through the agile collection, exploration and activation of their
data assets.
http://www.fifty-five.com/

Name/Surname: Karen Farzam
Title: Co-Founder
Company: W Hub
Mini-bio: Karen Farzam has worked 6 years in Tokyo as JP
Morgan exotic equity derivatives trader. After moving to Hong
Kong she set her sights on the digital world. Software engineer,
she worked for a IoT Startup before co-founding W Hub. She is
also immersed in the Tech Startup Scene as a Front End Web
Development instructor at General Assembly, a mentor for
several accelerator programs, organizer of Startup Weekend,
lead mentor at Startup Next, speaker at JS conference 2015 in
Singapore and cofounder of women who code HK.
http://www.whub.io/
Name/Surname: Mathias Helleu
Title: Chairman
Company: 8 Securities
Mini-bio: Mathias is the Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the holding company of 8 Securities. Prior to launching the
company, Mathias was the Managing Director of ETRADE's
International business which spanned fourteen geographies
across Canada, Europe, the Middle East and Asia. Mathias was
directly responsible for launching ETRADE as one of the first
online brokerages in Hong Kong ten years ago.
https://www.8securities.com/
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5. The Paris French Tech Ticket programme
The “French Tech Ticket” programme is aimed at international entrepreneurs who are
in the process of creating or who have already put together an ambitious startup project
and who want to develop this project in Paris.
The programme targets entrepreneurs from all over the world who may or may not
already be in France, for example they may be completing their education and are
looking to create a startup. Teams must comprise one to three founding members, with
a maximum of one French person per team. Those who join the program will receive
various benefits such as a fast-track procedure to obtain a residence permit and prize
money of 12,500 euros.

Selected entrepreneurs will work closely with one of nine leading French Incubators
providing among others mentoring, fundraising strategy, expert advice and pitch
practice.
In January 2016, 50 entrepreneurs have relocated to Paris to start the programme. At
the end of the six months, entrepreneurs will have the option to renew this ticket for
another six months to further fast track their growth.

Hong Kong startup Brand Pit was among 50 companies selected
for the programme. Founded by TT Chu, Brand Pit offers social
media analytics using image recognition: “Instead of providing
analytics based on hashtags, we extract information visually from
photos and videos”. Their technology scans images and videos
on social media to capture when products are used in a real life
situation.”
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3. Partners of La French Tech programme
This program is led by the French Tech Mission of the French Ministry of Economy,
Industry and Digital, as part of the French Tech Initiative:

This program is carried forward by the founding partners of the French Tech
Initiative:

The French Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

The French Treasury

The French Public
Investment Bank

Business France

with the support of:

http://lespepitestech.com/

http://en.orson.io/
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Press contacts:
Consulate general of France in Hong Kong and Macau
Man-Ho Kam man-ho.kam@diplomatie.gouv.fr +852 3752 9921
Business France Hong Kong
hongkong@businessfrance.fr +852 3752 9100
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