
Dear Secretary for Education, Honorable Mr. Michael Suen, 

Mme la Directrice de l'Agence pour l'enseignement français 
à l'étranger, chère Anne Marie, 

Mme la Présidente du comité exécutif du lycée, chère 
Florence, 

Mesdames, Messieurs, 

I would like first to warmly thank Secretary Michael Suen 
for his very kind presence at this ceremony.  

I am very pleased to celebrate the opening of this new 
magnificent site, which is the 4th site of the French 
International School of HK. Since its creation in 1964, the 
FIS has kept growing to become today one of the biggest 
French International School in Asia, with nearly 2300 
students. It is not only one of the biggest, it is also a 
flagship French school in Asia, being both innovative and 
boasting the highest standards of education. As the Consul 
General of France, I must say I am very proud of this image 
of dynamism and academic excellence carried by the FIS. 

 The school is of course a major asset for the French 
Community, which is growing at the very rapid pace of 10% 
each year. There are today in Hong Kong more than 15 000 
French people, and among them a lot of families with 
young children who need school places. I am confident 
that this trend of a rapid growth of the French community 
will go on in the coming years and that French companies 
will continue to thrive in Hong Kong and to look for school 
places for their employees's children.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The French International School is obviously a key asset 
for the French families and French companies, especially 
when they consider settling down in Hong Kong. 



But FIS is important not only for the French community. It 
is not only a French School. It is a real international school, 
welcoming students from 37 different nationalities, 
including many Hongkongers, both in the International 
Section and in the French Section. The International 
Section represents 25% of the total of the FIS students. The 
FIS is open to the whole community, to the Hong Kong 
community, and to the international community. It is not 
only a French institution, it is a Hong Kong institution. And 
I want to assure you and the HK authorities of our 
determination to keep it that way.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The first site of the FIS opened in the 1980 at 
Jardines' Lookout. The second site, on Blue Pool road, 
opened at the end of the 1990’s, then a third site was 
opened in Sheung Wan and finally, we are here today for 
the official inauguration of this new site of Chai Wan, the 
4

th
 site of FIS in Hong Kong. On this occasion, I would like 

to extend my heartfelt thanks to our guest of honor, the 
Honorable Michael Suen, Secretary for Education, and 
through him to the government of the Special 
Administrative Region of Hong Kong, for they very 
generous and continuous support to the development of 
the French International School. 

As far as you could get back in the past, you will find 
evidence of the support of the Hong Kong authorities to 
our school. The allocation of the site of the old Meng Tak 
Primary School to FIS is just the latest of these continuous 
and sincere gestures of support that make this school 
thrive.  

I would like to stress that, apart from helping the 
development of the FIS, the Hong Kong government did 
trust the FIS for the restoration of this ancient building and 
gave the school an opportunity to contribute to heritage 



conservation in Hong Kong. And I think the result is pretty 
successful. 

Another crucial support to the FIS has come, from the 
beginning, from the French government, through the AEFE. 
The AEFE is the French official body in charge of the 
network of all the French schools around the world. It 
guarantees the academic standard of each school and is a 
strong financial support for each of them. Here again, as 
far as we could get back in the past, the AEFE has been on 
the side of FIS for each of its development. And today, we 
have the honor to have with us its president, Mrs. Anne-
Marie Descôtes, who came all the way from France for this 
inauguration. Merci Madame la Directrice. 

Finally, I want to say that this site could not have opened 
without the outstanding involvement of the parents, 
members of the executive committee of the FIS, and of the 
headmaster and his team, who didn't spare their efforts, 
particularly last summer, to enable the school to open in 
time in September for the start of the new school term. I 
want to congratulate and thank them very warmly for their 
efforts. And for making it possible for us to inaugurate 
today. 

I conclusion let me wish the best success to this new site 
and to the continuous development and dynamism of the 
FIS. 
 


