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Inaugural Speech of AEFE Director  

Anne-Marie Descôtes  

(5 minutes) 

Primary School Opening in Chai Wan 

Friday February 17th, 2012 at 4:00pm 

 

Honourable Secretary of Education of the Hong Kong 

Special Administrative Region, 

Mr. Consul General of France, 

Ms. Consul General of Switzerland, 

Mr. Consul General of Belgium, 

Ladies and gentlemen District counsellors,  

Members of the French Chamber of Commerce, 

Former Executive Committee members, 

Headmasters of neighbouring schools, 

Elected Representatives of the Personnel, 

Personnel of the primary and secondary schools, 

Architects and Companies in charge of this project 

Distinguished guests and friends,  

 

It is a great pleasure for me to come to Hong Kong for 

the opening ceremony of the Chai Wan primary school 

campus, especially so for two particular reasons. The 

first one is that the inauguration of a French school is 

always an important event for the AEFE; the second 

reason is that this school is exemplary in terms of 

desirable development of French education in Asia. 

 

 

The inauguration of a building is a crucial event for the 

Agency: it shows not only the history, but also the  
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durability, vitality and dynamism of this network of 

French education abroad in all the countries where it is 

currently established, a unique example in the world in 

both its scope and growth. Present in more than 130 

countries, the AEFE network represents 480 schools, 

welcoming 300 000 students from all nationalities and 

backgrounds. Thanks to your collective commitment, this 

network continues to develop and become more 

professional in an increasingly competitive environment. 

 

This network of French schools also distinguishes itself 

historically. The oldest French school was founded 3 

centuries ago: the Berlin French School in 1689. In 

general terms, many French schools abroad have 

contributed to the history of their host countries by 

creating generations of citizens, entrepreneurs, artists 

and leaders. 

 

Finally, its ambitions and values also make this 

education network unique. France remains today the 

only country to offer a global system of tuition for both 

primary and secondary classes recognized by the French 

Ministry of Education and in line with strict national 

quality standards. This is made possible partially thanks 

to the annual granting of French public funding. These 

schools also reflect the core values of the French 

academic programme such as: open-mindedness, 

critical thinking, tolerance, equality and secularity.  
 

The French schools abroad also represent the 

cornerstone of French presence overseas. They play a 
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leading role for the dissemination of French language 

and culture, but they are also exchange platforms 

promoting the understanding of different and foreign 

cultures. Simply put, they foster mutual respect. 

 

In this respect, the framework in which these primary 

and secondary schools evolve abroad not only prepares 

students for the same exams as those in France, but is a 

gateway to the culture and language of their host 

country. In this way, they also promote respect for the 

students and the families making up the very diversity of 

these schools. 

 

Today, I inaugurate the Chai Wan primary school with 

great joy. This fourth extension of the French 

International School reflects the success of 

uninterrupted growth, as if the future of expatriation 

was built around its school. Some among you qualify 

this school as a ‘genuine magnet’, referring to the 

necessary expansion of the school as for a victim of its 

own success. But who can complain about that? 

 

This new historical site will indeed enable us to maintain 

the ability to welcome primary school pupils: this is 

essential. With a capacity of 18 classes, or about 450 

students, it permits us to look to the future with more 

serenity. With two sections, one French (including 

bilingual) and one International, the school can better 

adapt to the educational needs of each individual 

background. In line with the mainstream AEFE network 

spirit, this school has successfully adapted to the local 
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environment and has been able to create special links 

with the neighbouring Meng Tak Catholic School. 

 

More widely, the French International School of Hong 

Kong, with its exceptional draw and growth, whose 

student numbers have doubled within the last decade 

also distinguishes itself by its connection to the region 

and the world around it, especially through the 

organization of federating events. Let me remind you of 

the French School’s Rugby tournament; ‘ma calculette, 

c’est ma tête’, the mental arithmetic regional contest, 

and the SEGALEN Prize for high school students 

throughout Asia.   

 

 

On the occasion of this visit, I wish to stress that 

through the AEFE, the State will continue to support 

you, as much as it has always done let us not forget the 

first Director position created in 1976, of the AEFE’s 

important contribution to  the creation of a primary site 

at Jardine’s Lookout in 1984, and of a secondary site in 

Blue Pool Road in 1999. 

 

 

 

I wish to address my special thanks to all those who 

have devoted a great deal of perseverance and 

tremendous energy over the last four years to enable 

Chai Wan primary school to open in time for the 

beginning of the school year in September: 
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- The Hong Kong Education Bureau which has always 

understood the benefits related to hosting a French 

school; 

- the diplomats; 

- the Consulates of the French-speaking nations ; 

- the community of French businesses; 

-the school’s Executive Committee EXCO, whose 

members have been so strongly committed to the project 

and ensured that the school would respect the 

environment in which the school is located ; 

- and of course the headmaster and all staff members 

who are committed on a daily basis to ensuring  that 

academic excellence prospers.  

 

In conclusion, let me say that the Chai Wan primary 

school, in line with the other FIS sites, is a place for 

sharing: it manages a successful balance of time and 

space between the two streams - French and 

International- and two cultures; sharing the pleasure of 

learning. This is the best of what this network of 

French schools has to offer.  

 

Victor Hugo used to say: ‘Each child that we educate is 

a soul won’. Thank you all for your commitment to this 

wonderful project: it enables us to win souls for the 

benefit of all. 


