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French Chamber Gala Dinner 2015 
Hong Kong, 29/05/2015 

Speech by Mr Barthelemy, Consul General of France in Hong Kong & Macau 
 

 
Good evening John, Arnaud, and our distinguished guests, 
 
 
On behalf of the French Chamber, I am delighted to welcome you tonight in this Hong Kong 
palace of Versailles.  And I would like to extend our special thanks to our Guest of Honour, 
Mr. John Tsang, Financial Secretary, for his long term support to the French community and 
his presence with us tonight.  
 
Having established in Hong Kong for almost 30 years, the Chamber has been dedicated to 
foster both the economic and social developments between Hong Kong and France .  
 
Through our 16 committees, over 100 events are being held every year – which spans from 
large-scale symposium like Wise City and Made in Asia, to small group business gatherings.   
We continue to assist business set-ups and offer a full palette of business supporting 
services.  This year, we were involved in some 100 new business set-ups and 80 business 
matching and we have also expanded our business centre which can now accommodate up 
to 70 people.   
 
With the growing number of French and exchanges between Hong Kong and France, one 
can find the touch of “France” all over this vibrant city. This year, we published the French 
Shopping and Dining Guide in Hong Kong, available in Chinese and English to share the 
French way of living with the local community.  
 
2015 marks a milestone for us. The French Chamber in Hong Kong has now become the 
third largest French Chamber in the world in terms of turnover. You would be surprised to 
hear that we are now larger than our counterpart in the Mainland and significantly larger than 
other French Chambers in the US, UK and Japan ! 
 
Thank you, dear Nicolas (Louis?). My turn now to welcome you all to Versailles. Actually to 
Versailles in Wanchai. But Versailles is not only a place, it is a spirit. And no one better than 
you, the French community in HK, can illustrate this spirit, a combination of refinement and 
ambition. 
 
As some of you may know, this is my 5th French Chamber gala dinner and my last one as 
Consul general. First of all I want to thank you, dear Nicolas, for organizing such an 
elaborate farewell dinner. More seriously I want to tell you that over the four years I spent 
here, I have witnessed many changes for France in HK. I have seen many new contracts 
being signed for record amounts – You could confirm that Nicolas –. I have seen many 
French exporters riding the wave of the Chinese middle class rising appetite for 
consumption. And I have seen many entrepreneurs eager to try their taste for innovation 
here, in HK.  
It has always been a pleasure and a privilege to accompany this vibrant community, to 
accompany you in your endeavours and in your success. 
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Our greatest achievement this year however is without doubt the set up the French Chamber 
Foundation – chaired by Armen Ekmekdje and actively supported by Olivia Lo our Honorary 
President. 
 
The Foundation is one of our long-term commitments in giving back to the local community.  
We share with the government the same vision that the best solution of poverty alleviation is 
to encourage people to become self-reliant through employment.  
Through this Foundation, we aim to offer assistance to low-income work force and their 
families.   
 
With the support of Baptist Oi Kwan Social Service, we established our first Lunch Club in 
January this year. Located in Wanchai, the Lunch Club operates 5 days per week, serving 50 
people every day.  The Club provides healthy lunch sets for $10 only.   
 
Our Lunch Club is much more than a hot meal cantine offering subsidized meals. 
It gives an  opportunity to our French Chamber companies to provide training, coaching and 
job matching services. 
Social workers are there to help members to identify their needs and to facilitate access to 
better employment.  
 
It is encouraging to see successful cases within our first few months of operation where 
some members now enjoy a double increment of income through training and job matching.  
 
Considering that their salaries initially range from only 2000 to 6000 HKD for a 3 household 
member, needless to tell you that it makes a difference. 
It is also a great opportunity for our member companies to step up their corporate social 
responsibility efforts and engage their staff to support this meaningful cause. 
While being indulged with the best of Versailles tonight – the exquisite 4-course dinner menu 
prepared by the 3-star Michelin chef and breathtaking performances, be generous in both the 
silent and live auctions.  All proceeds will go to our Foundation for the opening of more Lunch 
Clubs, which we target to spread across the city with the ultimate goal to establish one in 
each District of Hong Kong. 
 
The success of the Chamber has been built on our People – a team of professionals who 
come from all round the world.  Before I pass the floor to Arnaud, I would like to extend my 
heartfelt thanks to all my Chamber colleagues who once again elevate our services to new 
heights.  My special thanks to Orianne Chenain – our Executive Director and the two team 
leaders; Julie Pourtois – the head of members’ services; and Delphine Colson – the head of 
Business Services.  
 
 
Thank you Nicolas.  
Tonight, as Nicolas has said, we have the honor of having with us Hong Kong’s Financial 
Secretary. Secretary, dear John, this seems to be a French year for you since, besides 
tonight, you will also grace us with your presence for the French National Day. It is a strong 
mark of recognition for the achievement of our community, which we feel grateful for.  
Thanks to your success in creating a business friendly environment, we have witnessed, 
over the last years, HK becoming more French. Well I want to assure you that this is not 
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over. I am convinced that the French contribution to Hong Kong will be sustained: from smart 
buildings to heritage tramways, from tailor-made helicopters to electric vehicles, from fashion 
outlets to promising startups, from daring artists to art festivals, right down to, of course, the 
gastronomic plate.   
 
This is a collective success. And I want to finish by telling you my strong belief that the 
French business community in Hong Kong is much more than a sum of individuals, however 
hard working and talented you all are. What makes us strong is that we operate as a team. 
And this could not be done without the great work of the French Chamber, so let me thank 
you again, dear Nicolas, and all French chamber team, for making this possible.    
I wish you all a very exciting gala dinner.  
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