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Speech CG - Bastille Day 2018, Hong Kong 

13 July 2018, Convention Center 

 

Honourable Chief Secretary, dear Matthew Cheung, 
Honourable Secretary, dear Nicholas Yang, 
Honourable Members of the Legco, 
Commissioners,  
Dear colleagues Consul-General, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Mes chers compatriotes, 

Let me first thank you, Chief Secretary, dear Matthew, for officiating at our traditional 
Bastille Day, in spite of your heavy schedule. I know that you are a great friend and 
supporter of France and we hope to welcome you soon in our country. ! I wish to thank also 
the Police Choir to have sung so wonderfully our both national anthems. 

We have decided this year to organize the Bastille Day on the 13th of July to avoid bothering 
you on Saturday, but we will be in Macao tomorrow, so you have still the possibility to 
celebrate the Bastille day on the very day of the French National day, not too far from Hong 
Kong 

I am very pleased to see so many of my fellow countrymen and friends of France gathered 
here tonight, in this beautiful Bauhinia Hall, thanks to the generosity of our faithful major 
partner of the French National Day, New World Development Company, that I thank warmly.  

Dear Matthew, if you find that our French friends tonight seem somewhat tired, it is just that 
they had to sleep very late to see all the matches of the French team, and it is not finished ! 

Let me just say a few words in French for my fellow countrymen: 

Chers Compatriotes, je suis très heureux de vous accueillir aujourd’hui pour notre fête 
nationale. C’est l’occasion de vous rencontrer de nouveau et aussi de vous dire au revoir car 
ce sera mon dernier 14 juillet à Hong Kong, du moins en qualité de Consul général. Je veux 
en profiter pour vous remercier de votre amitié et de votre soutien durant toutes ces années 
et en particulier toutes les associations qui animent notre communauté et la rendent si 
vivante et heureuse de vivre à Hong Kong. Je vous remercie également de votre soutien à 
notre belle équipe nationale : Allez les Bleus !  

I am very proud of our French community in Hong Kong, both numerous and very lively and 
friendly. 

This Bastille day is very special for us. We had just, a few weeks ago, a very fruitful visit in 
France of the Chief Executive Carrie Lam, in Bordeaux, Marseille and Paris. Carrie Lam was 
accompanied by two Secretaries, Nicholas Yang, Secretary for Innovation and Technology 
and Edward Yau, Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development.  

This second visit of a Chief Executive in France in two years is a testimony of the dynamism 
of our bilateral relations: close exchanges appear at the level of the Government, the regions, 
like Provence Alpes-Côte d’Azur, Ile de France (Paris region), Aquitaine, Burgundy… 
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Exchanges are flourishing also between universities, Chambers of commerce and 
laboratories. These students, searchers, businessmen, these tourists, represent the future of 
our bilateral relations.  

During the visit of Carrie Lam, the Prime Minister Edouard Philippe could stress the 
importance of Hong Kong for France, both on economic and cultural points of view, and the 
deep appreciation that France has for the impressive achievements of the Special 
administrative region. Carrie Lam focused her visit on innovation in France and she could 
visit the Station F, the biggest incubator in the world, Pasteur Institute, Polytechnique and 
laboratories of the Sorbonne University. She also received the first batch of Airbus 
helicopters which will equip the Government Flying service and which will help to save many 
lives. 

Our bilateral relations have indeed deeply strengthened this last year. Hong Kong is since 
2017 the first economic surplus of our foreign trade. The 800 French companies present in 
Hong Kong are proud to contribute to the economic vitality of the Region, employing 33.000 
persons and generating a turnover of more than 100 billion HKD.  

The French community in Hong Kong works in line with the priorities of your Government, 
dear Matthew, which are also our own priorities: developing innovation and creativity, 
specially through the activities of the French tech hub of Hong Kong and promoting scientific 
research, through cooperation such as the France-HKUST Innovation hub, which was created 
last year, through the participation of French Nobel Prizes in the Institute of advance studies 
in City U or through the prolongation for ten years of the HKU-Pasteur Institute pole, which 
has signed in June an important agreement in Paris during the visit of Carrie Lam to 
implement a prominent research project in Science Park : the healthy Human global project. 
Scientists will analyse big data to assess the resilience capacities of the Asian population to 
infections.  

In this way, France wants to contribute to the Hongkong economy and way of life not only 
though culture, gastronomy, wine and luxury goods, even if these sectors are important and 
very significant in our bilateral relation; France is also lively in Hong Kong through research 
and development in the sectors of the highest technology, in Fintech, big data or health tech.  

I must add that since last year, France has further stepped up the pace of reforms in all fields 
and its attractiveness has significantly improved, with an increase of 31% of investments 
projects in France according the attraction enquiry of EY for 2018 (Investments from Hong 
Kong have progressed of +20%). France is the most attractive country for investments in 
Industry, the second for the decision centers and the third for R&D. Paris Region is today the 
most attractive region in Europe for investors. 

Secretary, dear Matthew, 

We had indeed a very exciting year in Hong Kong. We have just completed a very successful 
French May Art festival and we are already preparing the next one with a very appealing 
program. Over the past 26 years, Le French May has grown steadily into one of the largest 
cultural event in Asia. We are also preparing the second edition of Lumieres Hong Kong, the 
great light show which will be displayed at the end of November, a period during which the 
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Alliance Française also launches the French Cinépanorama, the oldest Cinema festival in 
Hong Kong. All these events contribute to the Hong Kong World city’s international appeal.  

This Bastille Day is also very special for me since it will be my last National Day in Hong Kong 
before my departure to Paris in a few weeks. I would like to thank all of you for the three 
wonderful years that we have spent in Hong Kong with my wife Madeleine. I could 
experience here the incredible vitality of the 22,000 French of Hong Kong, and the faithful 
support from our friends and partners as well as the confidence from the Government of the 
Special administrative region.  

France is since 2017 the fourth most familiar foreign country to Hongkong people, after US, 
UK and Japan, according the last study of HKU Public Opinion institute. We are very proud of 
it but I am not really surprised. During all these years, we endeavored to develop the spirit of 
cooperation between Hongkong people and the French business community, the Chamber 
of Commerce and Business France; we strengthened the links between the Hong Kong 
Cultural community and the Alliance Française and the Association culturelle France-Hong 
Kong and we have encouraged the dynamism of the French associations and the French 
International school, which will open a new campus in Tseung Kwan O thanks to your strong 
support. We have established today these deep bonds of friendship which guarantee for any 
French coming to Hong Kong a quite unique and unforgettable experience. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends, 

I wish to thank warmly all the teams which made this reception possible: my colleagues of 
the Consulate general and specially my assistants Sabrina and Stéphanie as well as the 
wonderful team of the Convention Center. I thank again the Choir of Hong Kong Police and 
all our sponsors. 

In this regards, I wish to express again warmly our gratitude to the New World Development 
Company and the Fung Seng Entreprises Holding and specially William Doo and Patrick Lam, 
for their strong and generous support, as well as Pernod Ricard for providing us with his 
delicious Champagne and cocktails.  

I wish also to thank the French Companies which have brought also this year their support, 
Credit Agricole, BNP-Paribas, Banque Transatlantique, Dassault, Saft, Suez and Thales, as 
well as the partners who have helped us for the wine (Burgundy Wine, L’Oréal and Pierre 
Fabre for the beautiful gift bags and Parrot for the very special  lucky draw prize that we will 
draw just after this ceremony. 

In the name of all persons and organizations involved in bringing France and Hong Kong 
closer together, let me now propose a toast and celebrate together: 

Vive la France, vive Hong Kong et Allez les Bleus ! 

I would like to propose a toast to the people of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
and the people of the People’s Republic of China./. 


