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Bastille Day 2016, Hong Kong 
 

Honourable Financial Secretary, dear John Tsang, 
Honourable Secretaries, Eddie NG and KS Wong, 
Honourable Members of the Legco, 
Commissioners,  
Dear colleagues Consul-General, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Mes chers compatriotes, 

Let me first thank you, dear John, for officiating at our ceremony in 
spite of your heavy schedule. I also want, Commissioner Lo, to thank 
the Police choir for performing tonight in a very wonderful way our 
both anthems. It is now almost a tradition to have the privilege to 
enjoy the Hong Kong police musical talents and this impressive choir 
is a very effective way to put all of us in a very good mood before the 
speeches which will not be too long, I promise.  

This is my first Bastille Day in Hong Kong and it is of course for me 
very moving to see so many fellow countrymen and friends of France 
gathered here, thanks to the generosity of our major partner of our 
National Day, New World Development Company, that I thank 
warmly. 

Chers Compatriotes, je suis très heureux de vous accueillir 
aujourd’hui pour notre fête nationale, mon premier « 14 juillet » à 
Hong Kong. Je vous remercie pour votre dynamisme, votre 
enthousiasme et votre contribution remarquable à la vie et la 
prospérité de Hong Kong. I am very proud of our French community 
in Hong Kong, which is numerous and very active. 

As you know, France had a rather difficult year with the attacks that 
we had in November and the struggle against terrorism which have 
mobilized all the components of our society. I wish to praise warmly 
on this occasion the strong and immediate support that we had from 
the Hongkongese authorities last year to guarantee the security of 
the French community in Hong Kong, after the terrorist attacks in 
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France, as well as the moving solidarity shown by all the community 
here. We can hope in France that the most difficult is behind us. The 
success of the Paris Conference COP 21 in last December were a 
delegation led by Secretary KS WONG attended, and of the very 
joyful mood of the recent Euro football cup, have shown the capacity 
of resilience of our country, its ability to host major events and to 
welcome millions of tourists in a very safe way.  

Indeed, we had a wonderful final of the football Euro Cup last Sunday, 
won by Portugal who was awarded in Paris his first victory in such a 
big tournament. The tears of the French supporters were to a large 
extent balanced by the joy of our Portuguese friends, many of them 
being French-Portuguese by the way! If we had won, this Eiffel Tower 
would have been blue but since we are only vice-champion of Europe, 
the Eiffel Tower will show the colors of the French revolution: blue, 
white, red… 

We often forget that the French National Day, that we call sometimes 
abroad “Bastille day”, is not directly a reference to the storming of 
the Bastille on the 14th of July 1789, but rather and mainly a 
reference to the Federation Fair which was organized on the Champ 
de Mars one year later, on the 14th of July 1790, in this very place 
where the biggest fan zone of Paris was organized last Sunday for the 
final of the Euro football cup, at the bottom of Eiffel Tower. This 
Federation fair gathered all the political and economic forces of 
France, in a sense of unity and fraternity. I think that something of 
this unity and fraternity was there on the Champ de mars last Sunday 
during the final of the Euro and also today, during the great parade 
on the Champs Elysée which has just finished a few minutes ago and 
that you can see on the screens during this reception.  

This Federation fair in 1790 has highlighted for us two messages: the 
first concerns of course the values of France: “Liberty, Equality 
Fraternity” which were strongly reaffirmed; the second message 
reminds that France is stronger when she is united.  
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This message of unity remains very true today, not only for France 
but also for the European Union. We must remember it today, when 
one of the major State of the EU has expressed its willingness to quit 
the Union. The message that we send today to our British friends is 
that they will in any case remain a part of Europe and we will keep 
with them very strong bonds in all fields. 

Secretary, 

We had a very exciting period these last months in our bilateral 
relations between France and Hong Kong, with the visit of Michel 
Sapin, minister of Finance and public accounts, in February, and the 
visit in May of the Secretary of State for Foreign trade, tourism and 
French overseas, Matthias Fekl, whom you both met. We had also, in 
June, a very fruitful visit of the Chief executive CY Leung in France, in 
Toulouse and Paris, accompanied by two secretaries and twenty 
scientific Hongkongese students. This visit, focused on the innovation 
and the new technologies, has been also a testimony of the 
dynamism of the exchange of people between France and Hong Kong: 
students and searchers, businessmen, tourists: they all represent the 
future of our bilateral relations. During this visit, the Prime Minister 
Manuel Valls could stress the importance of Hong Kong for France, 
both on economic and cultural point of view, and the deep 
appreciation that France has for the impressive achievements of the 
Special administrative region. 

As you know, Hong Kong remains the second economic surplus of our 
foreign trade and 800 French companies are present in Hong Kong. 
They are proud to contribute to the economic vitality of the Region, 
employing 33.000 persons and generating a turnover of more than 
100 billion HKD. The French business community in Hong Kong works 
in line with the priorities of your Government, dear John, which are 
also our own priorities: developing innovation and creativity. It is the 
reason why we have created this year the French tech hub of Hong 
Kong, the second one created in Asia after Tokyo, gathering start-ups 
and major companies of the high tech sector.  
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The French Start up in new technologies are proud to participate in 
incubators such as Cyberport or Science park and the students of 
both countries will benefit of the double diplomas which were 
created this year between HKUST, PolyU and Centralesupelec as well 
as the National school of civil aviation, two universities that CY Leung 
could both visit during his mission in France. We are also very proud 
of the HKU-Pasteur Institute pole of Hong Kong, undertaking fruitful 
researches in matter of infectious diseases. 

In this way, France does not want to contribute to the Hongkongese 
economy and way of life only though gastronomy, wine and luxury 
goods, even if these sectors are important and very significant in our 
bilateral relations. France is also lively in Hong Kong through the 
research and development in the sectors of the highest technology, 
in Fintech, big data or health tech.  

It is also the reason why we have devoted this Bastille Day 2016 to 
Creative France which units all these various skills. As far as creativity 
is concerned, let me just remind you that with more than 220,000 
thousands new companies every year, France ranks first in Europe in 
matter of business creations. Besides, 10 French groups feature 
among the top 100 global innovator ranked by Thomson Reuters. Last 
but not least, among the 12 connected objects the most sold in the 
Apple stores, five are French… We are launching in a few weeks the 
campaign “Creative Next”, which will reward start-ups and young 
innovative companies from Hong Kong and from the Mainland China. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As I said, we had a very exciting year in Hong Kong. We have just 
completed a very exceptional French May Art festival. The wonderful 
exhibition “Monet, Sprit of the Place” in the Heritage museum in 
Hong Kong has just closed his doors a few days ago, but you can still 
visit the exceptional exhibitions Degas and Auguste Borget in Macau. 
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We are already preparing the next edition of Le French May, in 2017, 
which will mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the festival and will 
be therefore outstanding. This festival will be a landmark of the 
friendship and cooperation between France and Hong Kong. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends, 

I wish to thank warmly all the teams which made this reception 
possible: my colleagues of the Consulate general and specially my 
assistant Celine and the wonderful team of the Convention Center, 
and especially Dorothy Ng. I thank again the Choir of Hong Kong 
Police and all our sponsors. 

In this regards, I wish to express again warmly our gratitude to the 
New World Development Company and more precisely the Fung Seng 
Entreprises Holding and specially William Doo and Patrick Lam, for 
their strong and generous support, as well as Pernod Ricard for 
providing us with his delicious Champagne.  

I wish also to thank the French Companies who have brought also 
this year there support, BNP-Paribas, Credit Agricole and Suez, as 
well as the partners who have helped us for the wine, the beautiful 
lucky draw prizes and the gift bags : Chateau Soucherie, Heather & 
March, Maud Frizon and Ingrid Millet, Classic Fine Food, Clarins, AGS, 
TV5 Monde and of course our faithful partners the French Chamber 
of Commerce and the Alliance Française. 

In the name of all involved in bringing France and China, France and 
Hong Kong, closer together, let me now carry a toast to the people of 
the People’s Republic of China and to the people of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region. 

Vive la France ! 

Vive Hong Kong ! 

Vive la République populaire de Chine ! 


