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FOREWORD BY ERIC BERTI,  

CONSUL GENERAL OF FRANCE IN HONG KONG & MACAU 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

The high-level visits between France and Hong Kong have resumed at a 

steady pace since the beginning of 2016, with a visit to Hong Kong by Mr. 

Michel Sapin, Minister of Finance in February, then last week, a visit by Mr. 

Mathias Fekl, Minister of Foreign Trade, the Promotion of Tourism and 

French Nationals Abroad, and finally, from 7 to 9 June, a visit by the Chief 

Executive, Mr. CY Leung, in France, Toulouse and Paris, where he will meet 

the Prime Minister, Mr. Manuel Valls, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

International Development, Mr. Jean-Marc Ayrault, and the Minister of 

Economy, Industry and Digital Affairs, Mr. Emmanuel Macron. These high-

level contacts reflect the relationship of trust and mutual interest between 

France and Hong Kong. They highlight a willingness to work ever more 

closely together and develop our bilateral cooperation. 

 

The relationship between France and Hong Kong is indeed dynamic and flourishing, with a French community 

steadily expanding at a rate of 6% per year. More than 12,600 French nationals are registered with the 

Consulate, which suggests that around 25,000 are settled here. 800 French companies, including some 300 

subsidiaries of French firms, employing 33,000 people, have settled in Hong Kong. Trade relations between 

France and Hong Kong continue to progress and bilateral trade reached 46 billion HKD last year, making Hong 

Kong a major partner for France (and its second trade surplus for six years in a row). 

 

The visit of the Chief Executive will focus on the theme of innovation and technology. The program reflects this 

theme with visits of Airbus and Oncopole in Toulouse, and “Usine IO” in Paris. Why talk about innovation in 

France? Because the development of innovation is a priority of the French government's action as much as it is 

for the government of Hong Kong, where a very favorable environment for innovation and technology has 

emerged in a few years’ time. This is true for France too, where ambitious public measures, as well as private 

initiatives have been implemented. The results are there. To take only a few examples, the biggest start-up 

incubator in the world, La Halle Freyssinet, created by Xavier Niel, CEO of Free, is French; major international 

companies such as Cisco and Microsoft have chosen France for investments in research and development and 

in innovative companies. 

 

The dynamism of France in the field of innovation is acknowledged. In November 2015, a ranking published by 

Thomson Reuters placed France in third place for the number of innovative companies and organizations, just 

behind the US and Japan, with 10 French companies in the top 100. This innovation is very diverse and covers 

various sectors. The Chief Executive’s visit will be the occasion to highlight a particular sector of French 

excellence, the aeronautics, with the visit of the Airbus facilities in Toulouse, in the context of the delivery by 

Airbus to Cathay Pacific of new A350s. 
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These successes make France a natural and major partner for Hong Kong, which also enjoys a very good 

position in the field of innovation. France already contributes to Hong Kong's dynamism in this area, through 

concrete initiatives launched in France and Hong Kong by the French authorities and private entrepreneurs. 

Among them are the launch of the “French Tech Hong Kong” initiative end of January 2016, to bring together 

and to structure a large French community of entrepreneurs and developers (the French tech community is 

the second largest foreign one in Cyberport after the United States), and to facilitate the development in Hong 

Kong of other French talents; the launch of the “French Tech Ticket” programme, that invites innovative 

entrepreneurs around the world to come and develop their startup in Paris, offering them some mentoring 

and financing - a Hong Kong entrepreneur, whom the Head of the Executive will meet, is currently benefitting 

from the programme; and finally, the launch recently, of a partnership between Science Park  and the 

“Comptoir de l'Innovation”. The visit of the Chief Executive in France will support this momentum. 

 

French dynamism in innovation and technology is closely linked to scientific excellence, rewarded 12 Fields 

Medals and 29 Nobel science prize. One of the French strengths is that it has a huge pool of talented engineers 

- 1 million engineers. It is therefore natural that scientific and academic cooperation will be, with innovation 

and technology, an axis of the visit of the Chief Executive in France. 

 

The appeal of the French education system for overseas students has increased consistently and at a quick 

pace, and France is now the third country of destination for international students and the second most 

popular destination in Europe for Hong Kong students. 600 Hong Kong students pursue each year their higher 

education in France. In return, the most prestigious French engineering schools and universities now offer 

more than a thousand programmes in English. 

This movement is supported by the signing of partnership agreements between French higher education 

institutions and Hong Kong universities, which have a reputation for excellence, in particular in the field of 

science and technology. Double degrees are undeniable assets for our students and create strong links 

between the young people of France and Hong Kong. Recently, several double degree agreements have been 

concluded, for example between PolyU and CentraleSupélec or between ENAC, the French Civil Aviation 

University, and HKUST. The Chief Executive will have the opportunity, with the delegation of engineering 

students that accompanies him, to visit ENAC in Toulouse, as well as the campus of CentraleSupélec in Saclay, 

near Paris. 

 

More information on all these initiatives, as well as facilities and institutions that the Chief Executive will visit, 

are included in the kit hereinafter. And should you need any further information, do not hesitate to ask the 

press and communication office of the Consulate General of France, which is naturally at your disposal. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Eric Berti 
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OVERVIEW OF THE VISIT PROGRAM 

 

During his official visit to France Mr CY Leung will be accompanied by the Secretary for Transport and 

Housing, Professor Anthony Cheung, and the Secretary for Innovation and Technology, Mr Nicholas 

W Yang. 

 

7 June 2016 

- Arrival in Paris and transfer to Toulouse 
- Meeting with Mrs. Carole Delga, President of the Languedoc-Roussillon, Midi-Pyérénées 

Region 
- Luncheon hosted by the Regional Council 
- Visit of the French Civil Aviation University (ENAC) 
- Visit of the Airbus headquarters 
- Dinner hosted by Cathay Pacific and Airbus 

 

 

8 June 2016 

- Visit of the Oncopole cancer research center 
- Departure to Paris 
- Luncheon with Mr. Jean-Marc Ayrault, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 

Development 
- Visit of the CentraleSupélec institute of research in the Paris-Saclay technology cluster 

 

 

9 June 2016 

- Meeting with Mr. Manuel Valls, Prime Minister of France 
- Meeting with Mr. Emmanuel Macron, Minister for the Economy, Industry and Digital Affairs 
- Visit of the Usine IO start-up incubator 
- Luncheon hosted by the Hong Kong Trade Development Council 
- Meeting with the France-China Friendship Group of the French National Assembly 
- Departure to Hong Kong 
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CREATING BRIDGES BETWEEN TECH ECOSYSTEMS  

IN FRANCE & HONG KONG 
 

On 29 January 2016, Mr. Emmanuel Macron, the French Minister for the Economy, Industry and Digital Affairs, 

has officially launched La French Tech Hong Kong. 11 French Tech communities around the world currently 

bear this label granted by the French government in cities such as New York, San Francisco, London or Tokyo. 

 

A VIBRANT FRENCH TECH COMMUNITY IN HONG KONG 

With many French entrepreneurs being attracted by Hong Kong’s dynamic business environment, the city is 

currently witnessing the rise of more and more French start-ups, among which some have met tremendous 

success. 8 Securities, a company providing mobile trading & investing service in Asia, has raised 17 M USD 

since its creation in 2010. It has recently been elected “Best Mature Start-up” during the FinTech Finals 2016 

during the StartMeUp Festival. 

Some initiatives also aims to help Hong Kong start-ups flourish. On 27 May 2016, French start-up accelerator 

Le Comptoir de l’Innovation joined hands with the Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation and 

the Hong Kong Children and Youth Services to launch the “Jockey Club Social-Tech Incubation and Youth 

Entrepreneurship Programme”. This programme, funded by The Hong Kong Jockey Club, will provide 

underprivileged youth with comprehensive training and fuel the growth of local technology companies. 

THE PARIS FRENCH TECH TICKET PROGRAMME 

The Paris French Tech Ticket programme is aimed at international entrepreneurs with an ambitious project 

that they wish to develop in the dynamic Paris start-up environment. Program benefits include a fast-track 

procedure to obtain a residence permit and prize money of 12,500 EUR. In January 2016, 50 selected 

entrepreneurs have relocated to Paris, working closely with leading French incubators providing mentoring, 

fundraising strategy, expert advice and pitch practice. 

Brand Pit, co-founded by Hong Kong entrepreneur TT Chu, was one of the 50 companies selected for the 

program. This start-up offers social media analytics using image recognition, scanning images and videos on 

social media to capture when products are used in a real life situation. Brand Pit is currently incubated in 

NUMA, one of the largest digital innovation hub in Paris.  

http://hk.lafrenchtech.com/
https://www.8securities.com/
http://www.lecomptoirdelinnovation.com/
https://www.hkstp.org/hkstp_web/en/corporate-news-science-park-company-news/latest-news?Alias=hkstp-collaborates-with-cdi-and-hkcys-to-launch-jockey-club-social-tech-incubation-and-youth-entrepreneurship-programme
http://www.frenchtechticket.paris/
http://brand-pit.com/
https://paris-en.numa.co/
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STRENGHTENING SCIENTIFIC & ACADEMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN FRANCE 

& HONG KONG 
 

The Chief Executive, Mr. CY Leung, will be traveling to France with 19 Hong Kong students in engineering 

related disciplines. This visit will be the opportunity to further strengthen scientific and academic cooperation 

between France and Hong Kong. 

The Office for Science & Academic Affairs of the Consulate general of France in Hong Kong & Macau office is 

committed to developing sustainable collaborations between France and Hong Kong by creating opportunities 

of exchanges between the actors of the scientific and academic community in their areas of expertise, by 

organizing campus visits, or by funding research mobility programs and scholarships in France.  

 
Signature of the agreement between the Hong Kong University and the Institut Pasteur  

establishing the HKU-Pasteur Research Pole on 17 December 2013 

KEY FIGURES ABOUT THE SCIENTIFIC & ACADEMIC COOPERATION WITH HONG KONG 

 More than 100 partnerships – mainly exchange programs at the higher education level between Hong 
Kong and French universities 

 France is the second destination for Hong Kong students in Europe with more than 480 visas delivered 
in 2014 (and a constant growth of 10% per year) 

 More than 250 French students are present in Hong Kong (which represents the largest European 
student population in Hong Kong) 

 More than 80 Scholarships are managed annually with a total budget of 200k EUR 

 4 associated research laboratories are hosted in Hong Kong universities 

 A joint funding program between the Research Grant Council in Hong Kong and the French National 
Research Agency (ANR) has been founded since 2012 with a total budget of 2 M EUR annually 

 PROCORE, a mobility program funding 12 joint projects every year with an annual budget of 200k EUR 
since 1999 

http://www.consulfrance-hongkong.org/Our-missions-and-our-team
http://www.hkupasteur.hku.hk/


 
 

 
8 

 

FRANCE’S FLOURISHING TRADE PARTNERSHIP WITH HONG KONG 

 
Hong Kong is valuable trade partner for France, thanks to the city’s traditional role as a trade hub and as a 

popular tourist destination with visitors, in particular from mainland China, eager to buy French products in 

Hong Kong. With a bilateral trade surplus of +3.7bn EUR in 2015, Hong Kong is the second French bilateral 

surplus after the United Kingdom for the fifth consecutive year. 

French exports to Hong Kong since 2006 (M EUR) 

 
Source: French customs 

French exports to Hong Kong by products in 2015 

 
Source: French customs 

 

BRIGHT PROSPECTS AHEAD FOR BILATERAL TRADE 

Bilateral trade between France and Hong Kong increased by 6.8% in 2015, following a drop of 5.8% in 2014. 

French exports to Hong Kong bounced back mainly due to wine and alcoholic beverage exports (+17,2%) and 

electronic components (+93.6%). Though less dynamic in 2015 (-8.8% for obvious cyclical reasons), aeronautics 

remains the leading sector (15% of French exports, 659 million EUR). Hong Kong exports to France remain low 

and mainly correspond to products previously imported to Hong Kong from other Asian countries (+33.5%). 

Hong Kong exports to France represent 18% of French exports to Hong Kong, hence the above-mentioned 

French bilateral trade surplus. 

France immensely values Hong Kong’s welcoming business environment, which is the condition for our thriving 

bilateral trade (exports have more than doubled in five years). In particular, the abolition of taxes on imports 

of wine in 2008 has been very profitable for us as well as for lifting Hong Kong as a major wine hub in Asia. The 

rule of law is a key competitive advantage of Hong Kong.  

Looking forward, in spite of the rather gloomy global outlook, the trend looks well oriented: China’s growing 

middle class and shift towards domestic-driven growth will benefit our two countries, because China will need 

more consumer goods, environment, health, quality food, urban services, etc. French companies are world 

leaders in this sector and will continue to use Hong Kong as a hub to China and Asia. 



 
 

 
9 

 

SITES TO BE VISITED BY THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

THE FRENCH CIVIL AVIATION UNIVERSITY (ENAC) 

The « Ecole Nationale de l’Aviation Civile » (ENAC) was founded in 1949 in Paris-Orly, and moved to Toulouse 
in 1968. It is the only aviation-oriented university in France offering a wide and complete panel of aeronautics-
oriented training programmes and activities, serving the aeronautical  world, and particularly the air transport 
sector.  

 
Photo Enac.fr  

A leading European aeronautical and civil aviation engineering school  

2,000 students of 50 different nationalities are currently enrolled in 25 various training courses (engineer, air 
transport pilot, air controller, etc.)at the ENAC university. With 10 research labs and high level training 
material associated with its multidisciplinary activities (ATC simulators, flight simulators, 135 aircrafts, etc.), 
the ENAC university is committed to meeting the requirements of the aeronautical field, in which both private 
and public actors are involved, either in France or abroad. 

Today, thanks to the acknowledged skills of its teachers, searchers, students, trainees and its whole staff, the 
ENAC university is looking to strengthen its influence throughout the world, being always committed in its field 
of excellence: aeronautics. 

A common aeronautical engineering programme with HKUST 

In October 2015, the ENAC university and the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) 

reached an agreement to offer a joint Master of Science in Aeronautic Engineering. From September 2016, 40 

students will follow one of the two courses offered: either a one-year course in Hong Kong for holders of a 

four-year bachelor degree), or a two-year course, with 6 months in China and 18 months in France, for holders 

of a three-year bachelor degree.  

With this new agreement, the ENAC university is furthering its development in Asia where the air transport 

sector in undergoing tremendous growth. According to Boeing, the region would need to recruit 226,000 pilots 

and 238,000 in the next 20 years. Graduates of this Master will be eligible to take up a number of different 

positions of responsibility. Career prospects include executive-level positions within an airline, an aircraft 

manufacturing company or an aviation maintenance company.  

For more information about the ENAC university: http://www.enac.fr/en/  

http://www.enac.fr/en/
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THE AIRBUS HEADQUARTERS 

France is one of Airbus’ founding countries and the company’s French lines play a key role in the design, 
manufacture and support of the best planes in the world. Airbus has exceeded its targets for 2015, achieving a 
new record of 635 aircraft deliveries for 85 customers and 1,036 net orders from 53 customers. 

 
Photo Airbus.com 

Toulouse: A key hub for Airbus 

Airbus employs more than 21,000 people – around one-third of its total workforce – at its sites in the Toulouse 
area of France. Airbus SAS, located in Blagnac, hosts the company’s headquarters, as well as all central 
functions – including customer support and services, marketing and customer affairs.  

Among Airbus’ several industrial sites in Toulouse are the final assembly lines for all of its modern, market 
leading jetliner families.  This includes one of three global locations where the best-selling A320 Family aircraft 
are built, along with production sites for the A330 long-range family, the 21st century flagship A380 and all-
new A350 XWB jetliner.  

In addition, Airbus operates the Airbus Training Centre in Toulouse, which features eight full-flight simulators 
for all aircraft types, and provides training for flight crews, maintenance staff and cabin attendants, as well as 
performance and operational staff. This facility also includes a series of fixed-base simulators and PC-based 
system trainers, as well as offering cabin emergency and evacuation/door trainers.  

Cathay Pacific Airways becomes new operator of the A350 XWB 

In May 2016, Cathay Pacific Airways has become the sixth airline to operate the world’s latest and most 
efficient twin engine widebody airliner. The airline’s first aircraft featuring the carrier’s new livery has arrived 
at its home base in Hong Kong.  Altogether Cathay Pacific has 48 A350 XWB on order, including 22 A350-900s 
and 26 of the larger A350-1000s.  

 

Cathay Pacific Airways airline is due to take delivery of 12 A350-900s this year and ten more in 2017, to be 
followed by 26 of the larger and longer-range A350-1000s from 2018 through to 2020. To date, Airbus has 
recorded a total of 798 firm orders for the A350 XWB from 42 customers worldwide, already making it one of 
the most successful widebody aircraft ever. 

 

For more information about Airbus: http://www.airbus.com/  

http://www.airbus.com/newsevents/news-events-single/detail/cathay-pacific-airways-becomes-new-operator-of-the-a350-xwb/
http://www.airbus.com/
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THE ONCOPOLE CANCER RESEARCH CENTER 

 
For the first time in Europe, a campus gathers all regional players involved in the fight against cancer: 

healthcare professionals, public researchers, private researchers, academics and entrepreneurs. Its name:  the 

Oncopole. Its ambitions: to advance research, treatment, and innovate for the future. 

 
Photo ©Sanofi 

“All players, all united to fight cancer” 

The Oncopole is part of a national policy aimed at fighting against cancer, that started in 2003 with the First 
Cancer Plan. On 31 March 2004, Dr Philippe Douste-Blazy, then Mayor of Toulouse and President of Greater 
Toulouse, announced the creation of the campus. The Pierre Fabre Center for Research and Development and 
the Pierre Potier Center were inaugurated in 2009. After the installation of research teams from the Cancer 
University Institute and the Cancer Research Center of Toulouse in 2013, the Oncopole welcomed its first 
patients in 2014. 

Its campus occupies 220 hectares - including 65 dedicated to economic, clinical and scientific development. 
The Oncopole brings together 1,500 private and public researchers, as well as 1,000 health professionals, to 
take up 5 major challenges: 

- Medical & ethical challenge: discovering new treatments, equal healthcare for all, prevention 
- Scientific challenge: gathering all clinical research resources – both public and private – to fight against 

cancer, create a dedicated campus and a scientific strike force 
- Economic challenge: creating a dynamic partnership among all the site’s stakeholders, enhance 

research 
- Territorial challenge: organizing the territory resources, start the urban renewal of the Porte Sud in 

Toulouse 
- Campus challenge: gathering in one place research activities, healthcare, improvement programs, 

patient services and benefit from the achieved dynamics 

For more information about the Oncopole: http://www.oncopole-toulouse.com/en  

  

http://www.oncopole-toulouse.com/en
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CENTRALESUPELEC AT THE PARIS-SACLAY TECHNOLOGY CLUSTER 
 

CentraleSupélec is a public institute of research and higher education in engineering sciences and one of the 

nineteen founding establishments of University Paris-Saclay. The Paris-Saclay Campus is one of the top 8 

“innovation clusters” in the world as defined by the MIT Technology Review. 

 
Photo Centralesupelec.fr  

ONE OF THE TOP ENGINEERING SCHOOL IN FRANCE 
 
CentraleSupélec is a leading French institute of science and technology resulting of the merger of the Ecole 
Centrale Paris and Supélec in January 2015. Since 2009, the two Schools have continually strengthened their 
partnerships and collaborations with the aim of encompassing the whole of their activities (engineering 
education, research and post graduate programs) and confirmed their shared values of excellence, innovation, 
entrepreneurship, internationalization and leadership.  
 
CentraleSupélec, it’s 4,700 students, among which 3,000 are engineer-students, 32% of international students, 
525 PhD candidates, 16 Research Departments or teams, 200 partner universities in 45 countries, 140 
corporate partners and 35,500 alumni. The school has 3 offshore implantations in Beijing (China), Hyderabad 
(India) and Casablanca (Morocco). Today it aims to become a reference in the field of engineering and systems 
sciences and a leading engineering College in the area of higher education and research. 
 
A DUAL DEGREE IN ENGINEERING WITH HKUST 
 
In March 2016, the School of Engineering (SENG) of the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 
(HKUST) and CentraleSupélec have established an academic cooperation that will allow students to 
simultaneously earn a Dual Degree in engineering from both institutions. The partnership, which will begin 
next academic year (2016/2017), forges a strong academic alliance between the two Institutions. 
 
According to the agreement, Dual Degree students from CentraleSupélec studying at HKUST and from HKUST 
studying at CentraleSupélec may be awarded, upon successful fulfilment of all requirements for graduation at 
each higher education institution, the academic degrees and diplomas of comparable academic levels 
conferred separately by each institution. 
 
For more information about CentraleSupélec: http://www.centralesupelec.fr/wordpress/?lang=en  
For more information about University Paris-Saclay: https://www.universite-paris-saclay.fr/en  

http://www.centralesupelec.fr/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Press-Release-HKUST-CentraleSupelec.pdf
http://www.centralesupelec.fr/wordpress/?lang=en
https://www.universite-paris-saclay.fr/en
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THE “USINE IO” INCUBATOR 
 

USINE IO is a 1500m2 innovation and hardware prototyping platform located in the heart of Paris, equipped 

with machines, design areas, coworking spaces & offices for inventors, entrepreneurs, startups and larger 

corporations from anywhere in the world. 

 
Photo Usine.io 

FROM PROTOTYPING TO DESIGN FOR MANUFACTURING 

USINE IO is a physical playground for hardware engineers & designers. With a subscription-based business 

model, it is a resourceful place dedicated to hardware technologies & startups. USINE IO is the launchpad for 

any hardware product (hardware, furniture, IoT, cleantech, healthcare, Robotics...). 

On top of the workshops and offices, a team of full-time experts (product design, electronics, design for 

manufacturing and CAD) provides advice and guidance during the development of the members’ projects. 

USINE IO offers technical services (access to facilities, trainings, engineers expertise and co-working spaces) as 

well as consulting services (manufacturing, distribution, communication). 

PARIS, A DYNAMIC ECOSYSTEM FOR INNOVATION 

In 2017, Paris will house the world’s largest digital business incubator. Located in the renovated Halle 

Freyssinet building, a former train station in the heart of the city, this future driver of digital entrepreneurship 

in France will host 1,000 innovative startups. It will be part of the existing incubators and accelerators network 

in France to enable the country to attract new talent, creators and investors, and to gain an international 

outreach. 

With more than 40 incubators, 80 coworking spaces, 20 FabLabs, almost 1,500 startups popping up each year, 

and a growing number of success stories, Paris is an exceptionally dynamic environment, earning it a position 

of interest on international rankings. For example, it is the world’s leading city for intellectual capital and 

innovation (PwC Cities of Opportunity, May 2014) and it appears in the top six world tech cities (CB Insights, 

“The Next Silicon Valley”, November 2014). 

For more information about USINE IO: http://en.usine.io/  

For more information about Halle Freyssinet: http://1000startups.fr/  

http://en.usine.io/
http://1000startups.fr/
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PRESS CONTACTS 
 

 Mrs. Delphine HOURNAU, Consul for Political Affairs, Press and Communications 
delphine.hournau@diplomatie.gouv.fr - 3752 9920 
 

 Mr. Man Ho KAM, PR and Communications Manager 
man-ho.kam@diplomatie.gouv.fr - 3752 9921 

mailto:delphine.hournau@diplomatie.gouv.fr
mailto:man-ho.kam@diplomatie.gouv.fr

