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Cher Xavier,  
Ladies and gentlemen,  
Dear Friends, 
 
It is a great privilege for me to be your guest this evening. First of course, because our 
hosts today, the Ordre des Coteaux de Champagne and Pieper Heidsick, serve us once 
again sumptuous champagnes. So I want to thank you, dear Claudio, for organizing such 
a splendid event for the benefit of French gastronomy. It is a privilege also because, in line 
with the tradition of the OCC, these champagnes are served with great generosity. So I 
am happy to have to address you at this early stage of the dinner, after only four glasses, 
because I know there are many more to come.  
 
But more importantly, I feel privileged tonight because we are gathered to honour, with the 
title of “Chevalier dans l’Ordre du Mérite Agricole”, a truly remarkable man, who has 
relentlessly spent his time and energy to promote France in what it has best to offer, our 
friend Xavier Pech.   
 
So let me first congratulate you, cher Xavier. Let me also congratulate your wife, Patsy, 
and thank all your many dear friends who join us tonight. I know the key role they played 
in helping you achieve the outstanding achievements we are celebrating tonight.  
 
Before we start, Iet me say a few words about this distinction. The Ordre du Mérite 
Agricole was created 130 years ago to recognize those who contributed greatly to 
France’s agriculture, at a time when corn and wheat fields were a decisive factor of a 
nation’s wealth. 
 
I know that you may rightly suspect that Xavier is not an expert in farming, and that he is 
more used to hotel marble lobbies than muddy soils. Well, he certainly is, but he has 
nonetheless systematically brought to these luxury hotels the best products of French 
farming: great wines and champagnes, in particular.  
 



Consulat Général de France à Hong Kong  
Admiralty Centre, Tower II, 26/F, 18 Harcourt Road, GPO Box 13, HONG KONG 

http://www.consulfrance-hongkong.org 
 
 
 

 

Dear Xavier, you will soon become part of a big family that ranges from the famous 
scientist Louis Pasteur – little is known that he also worked on champagne fermentation – 
to Robert Parker or to the maybe less intimidating but not less famous in HK, our master 
of ceremony tonight, Claudio Salgado.  
 

*** 
 
Cher Xavier, 
 
Your career, in its international dimension, is sufficient to make adventurers and diplomats 
turn green with envy. For you, thinking global and acting local is not just a slogan. It’s your 
life. Born in Clichy just on the outskirts of Paris (and not very famous for its vineyards), you 
very early on set off to follow your parents in Rio de Janeiro, in Brazil. Despite the 
carnival’s distraction, you managed to graduate from the Lycée Molière in 1987. You then 
went on to study Hotel Management in Glion, Switzerland- a city seemingly less 
distracting- on a hillside village of 700 souls –including the 600 students of the Institute of 
Higher Education you were part of.   
 
Eager for more excitement, you started off your career by joining the renowned Hyatt 
Corporation. You never left it since then, and it has well rewarded you for your dedication, 
loyalty and talent. Your first position was just an hour of ferry ride from here, in the then 
Portuguese territory of Macau. In 1992, the young ambitious man you were was not afraid 
to cross the Pacific to set foot in Acapulco, followed by Yucatan, in Mexico.  
 
Continuing your fast track to top positions, you dropped by Dubai for a year and a half, 
and then, in March 1998, finally made it on the other side of the Pearl River Delta, to our 
beloved city of Hong Kong. In 2001, you went on to deepen your exploration of the 
Chinese world in Beijing and Tianjin, only to return in triumph to Hong Kong in 2008, as 
the General Manager of the new Hyatt Regency in TST.  
 
If my numbers are right, that makes 7 prestigious hotels across 3 continents. So let me 
say that your career looks remarkable enough and that we all hope that you will be a bit 
less hyperactive in the future and settle with us for good.  
 

*** 
 
Cher Xavier,  
 
These professional achievements are remarkable, and I am sure many are yet to come. 
But they do not sum up all the reasons for our presence here today. In fact, aside from all 
this, you found time and energy to devote to the community in multiple aspects. So let me 
now say a few words about the man beyond the professional, who has done so much for 
his country. 
 
There is of course your exceptional commitment to the promotion of French gastronomy 
and, more generally, French “art de vivre”. There is no better sign of your contribution than 
the fact that all the French wine and food congregations, that are usually so selective, fight 
to have you in. As a man of great appetite, you have chosen to embrace most if not all of 
them: the “Ordre international des Disciples d’Escoffier”, the “Confrérie du Tastevin”, dear 
Patrick Marie Herbet, the “Confrérie de la Chaîne des Rotisseurs”, and of course the 
“Ordre des Côteaux de Champagne”. 
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Cher Xavier,  
 
You have not only been grateful and generous to your country’s culture, but also to its 
heritage and values. A few years ago, you and a few others, notably your friend François 
Dremeaux here with us tonight, decided to dig into the history of Hong Kong. Since then, 
thanks to you, the memory of the French soldiers who fought against the Japanese 
invaders during WW2- les Français libres de Hong Kong- has been rediscovered. We now 
commemorate these war heroes twice a year at Stanley cemetery.  
 
Dear Xavier, 
It is through memory that a country’s values live on. You played a key role in reviving this 
tragic but admirable moment of history. We are thankful for what you did and the French 
Republic is grateful to you.  
 

*** 
 
Cher Xavier,  
 
For all these reasons, for your many achievements, for your loyalty to France and your 
relentless efforts to give back to the community, I am happy to bestow this distinction upon 
you, as a testimony of France’s recognition for your exceptional value.  
Xavier Pech, au nom du Ministre de l’Agriculture, je vous fais Chevalier dans l’Ordre du 
Mérite Agricole. 
 

. 
 
 

 
      Arnaud BARTHELEMY 

Consul General 


