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Chère Nansun, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Dear friends, 
 
Elisa and myself are glad to welcome you to the French residence. As you know, we are 
gathered tonight for an important event. We are here to celebrate a remarkable lady and a 
dear friend to all of you, Nansun Shi.  
 
I personally think, dear Nansun, that it was well time France recognized your exceptional 
talent. It was well time, because, aside from being an essential, respected and admired 
figure of Hong Kong cinema, you also happen to be a fluent French speaker and a lover of 
France. This is why, today, through an exceptional procedure, we will skip you directly to a 
rank you long deserved, suited only for those who have greatly contributed to France’s 
culture, by making you an “Officier dans l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres”. 
 
But before we go on, dear Nansun, let me welcome all your many dear friends and long-
time partners. I know the key role they played in helping you achieve the great 
accomplishments that we are celebrating tonight.  
 
Dear Nansun, 
 
At the first scene of your story, there was a land of cinema, HK, with movie stars, martial 
artists and world famous directors. All through childhood, you added to this stimulating 
environment the Hollywood movies you watched together with your mother. So by the time 
you became an adult, you had already acquired a prolific cinema culture and paved the 
way for your destiny.  
 
But, by the second scene, you played a trick to this destiny. You indeed flew to Europe to 
study….statistics and computer science in a place quite remote from Hollywood by all 
standards: the Polytechnic University of London. For those of you who don’t know it, as it 
names implies, this university has a better track record for producing computer geeks than 
members of the Cannes Film Festival jury.  
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But for the third scene, fortunately for all of us, you came back to Hong Kong in 1975, with 
no intention of founding a Hong Kong version of Apple Macintosh. Instead, you started 
working for several TV channels: as a presenter on RTHK, as a sales manager at 
Commercial Television, and in several other positions in RTV-1. 
 
Fast forward a few years later. You are then starting your irresistible ascension in the film 
industry, working for the studio “Cinema City”, founded by actors Karl Maka and Dean 
Shek. In just a few years, you became general manager of the studio, producing titles like 
Mad Mission 2 and Dad! I’ve a Mission for You. Thanks to your vision and determination, 
your studio gained international recognition. It decisively contributed to launch the whole of 
Hong Kong cinema on the world scene, with sagas like Once Upon a Time in China or 
Black Mask. You indeed created an extremely favourable context in which world-renowned 
directors and actors such as Ringo Lam, Johnnie To, John Woo, Leslie Cheung or Jet Li –
quite impressive names- were given an opportunity to shine.  
 
As a result, by 1984, you were already one of the most influent women in Chinese cinema.  
To that point, most people would have taken a long holiday.  But you decided to found, 
together with your husband Tsui Hark, your own independent production company: the 
Film Workshop. Not surprisingly, this proved a very successful move. Year after year, 
relentlessly, from action to sentimental drama, from thriller to epic saga, you went on 
producing critical and commercial hits: your husband’s films of course, like Double Team 
or Detective Dee, but also films by other directors like Xanda by Marco Mak, or the world 
acclaimed Infernal Affairs by Andrew Lau and Alan Mak, that inspired Martin Scorsese for 
a remake, The Departed, in 2006.  
 
Dear Nansun, 
 
Your commitment to cinema spreads far beyond the Hong Kong scene. Your passion and 
your talent led you to become much appreciated and respected all over the world. You 
were called to participate in juries of major film festivals such as Berlin in 2007 or Sydney 
in 2008. This takes us to the year 2011, which I suppose would be the climax scene. That 
year, not only did you walk up the red carpet as a member of the jury of Festival de 
Cannes, along with President Robert de Niro; but you were also designated by the US 
magazine Variety – the bible of the film industry – as one of the 50 most influential people 
worldwide in the movie business. This is simply an outstanding but perfectly legitimate 
recognition of your hard work and exceptional talent.  
 
Dear Nansun, 
 
I said at a beginning that you are a fluent French speaker. But I should probably have said 
a fluent lover of France and French lifestyle, knowing how much you are an amateur of 
wines and French cuisine among others. Of course, bringing what you do best, in between 
the fromages and the desserts courses, you also take the time to support French cinema. 
Directors and producers like Olivier Assayas or Isabelle Glachant have for example 
strongly benefited from your kind advises relating to their work in China and Hong Kong.  
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Dear Nansun, 
 
For your exceptional career, for your constant commitment in the development of cultural 
exchanges between France and Hong Kong I am proud to bestow upon you this 
decoration, as a sign of appreciation for the extraordinary work of a friend of France. 
 
Madame Nansun SHI, au nom du Ministre de la Culture et de la Communication, je vous 
remets les insignes d’Officier dans l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres. 
 

. 
 
 

 
      Arnaud BARTHELEMY 

Consul General 


