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Dîner de gala pour le 50 ème anniversaire 
du Lycée français international  

 
 
" Monsieur Le président du comité exécutif, cher Arnaud,  
Monsieur le Proviseur, cher Christian,  
Dear parents and friends, 
 
I am glad to see so many of you gathered here tonight. I understand that it has become even more 
difficult to secure a seat for this gala dinner than for the Hong Kong rugby Sevens that will take 
place next weekend. I hope this dinner will be as joyful if less picturesque than next week’s 
competition. At least we are certain that tonight the French will win! 
 
I want to start by thanking the sponsors who made this dinner possible. I want also to thank and to 
congratulate the parents =actually the mothers= who organized this dinner. I understand that they 
had quite busy weeks managing the popular success of this great event. This success is above all 
their success and I want, in your name, to pay tribute to their relentless efforts and energy.  
 
L and G, 
We just heard the President of the executive committee and the Headmaster. They eloquently 
described where our school stands and where its future lies.  
 
I will, myself, insist on three key messages. 
 
The first one is that our school, 50 years after its creation, is stronger than ever and that it has 
become a strong Hong Kong institution. It is at the same time a key element of Hong Kong 
secondary education panorama and a key element of the growing French presence here, on this 
territory.  
Actually, when you ask local people about France in Hong Kong, the French international school 
comes very early, coming invariably with wine, luxury bags and, of course, the French May. 
This is the result of many factors. The size of our school is obviously key. Thanks to its historical 
presence and its tradition to welcome all French children, our school has become the biggest 
French school in Asia, with 2500 students, 150 teachers and 4 campuses.  
But our school is also recognized and rightly praised for its academic excellence. 100 % of our 
students passed the French Baccalaureat last June, one third of them with “mention très bien”. 
Moreover, in last year’s Cambridge IGCSE exams, 8 students, meaning more than 20% of the 
promotion, were nominated for outstanding awards. This ranked FIS first, before SIS, King George 
V School, The Island School, German Swiss, Harrow and West Island School. In a territory as 
obsessed as Hong Kong by rankings, this did obviously not go unnoticed.  
So let me congratulate these brilliant students, their dedicated teachers and their happy parents.  
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The second message I want to pass tonight is the importance of inclusiveness and diversity. Our 
school is relevant and influential because it is at the same time French and international. It has 
been based on these 2 legs since the beginning and needs them more than ever. Our school has 
to be open to Hong Kong local and international communities. It is necessary to promote French 
education, values and culture. And it is the condition for the support we receive from Hong Kong 
authorities.  
But conversely, our school is strong because it is part of the network of French international 
schools around the planet. It is strong because it receives the financial support from the French 
government and because most of its teachers have been and continue to be trained by France.  
 
The third message I want to insist on tonight is our shared responsibility to "build the future". This 
is not only the theme of this very special evening, but also the main challenge we have to face 
together. 
 
This future requires a major real estate development. I am confident that a new solution will soon 
be on the table, thanks to the support of Hong Kong authorities, starting with the Education bureau.  
I am confident as well that we will able to collectively propose a project. 
 
As I tried to explain, the success of our school, the success that we are celebrating tonight, is the 
result of the combined efforts of all involved: parents, students, teachers, management team, 
executive committee, AEFE, consulate. 
Tonight, as our school is entering a new phase, we need, more than ever, to join our efforts to 
meet this new challenge.  
There are plenty of exciting perspectives ahead for our school. Stimulate your generosity. Thank 
you." 
 
Speech delivered by the Consul General of France in Hong Kong and Macau, Arnaud Barthelemy, 
on Saturday 22 March 2013, at the French International School of Hong Kong’s Gala Benefit 
dinner, Aberdeen Marina Club, 8, Shum Wan Road, Hong Kong. 
 


