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[Hong Kong, 10 January 2011]  

 
CE, 
Dear Dr Li, Dear Penny, 
Dear Prof. Attali, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I am very pleased to introduce this ceremony in the honour of Dr David Li. In the name of all 
your many friends present here, Dear David, I would like to warmly thank you for inviting us 
to celebrate with you and with your family this important moment.  
 
Dear Dr Li,  
 
I don’t think there’s any need to present you. You are obviously a prominent member of HK 
business community and of HK public life. You have always been very eager to give back to 
the community, which brought you to be heavily involved in many charities especially in the 
field of education.  
 
But apart from these remarkable contributions, I would like to stress as well, because it is 
maybe less known from our HK friends, the instrumental role you have played in bringing 
France and China, France and HK, closer together, as the chairman of the “Comité 
d’honneur de la France en Chine” or as the chairman of the Chapter of the Legion d’honneur 
in HK. 
 
You used your many qualities and talents to build bridges between France and Hong Kong, 
and, as the French Consul General, I feel grateful to you.  
 
Dr Li,  
In recognition of this constant commitment, I am happy that Prof. Jacques Attali has travelled 
to Hong Kong to bestow upon you a major decoration, as a sign of appreciation for the great 
work of a friend of France. 
 
Dear Prof. Jacques Attali,  
I am not sure I have enough time to present all your achievements. It would not be necessary 
in front of a French audience since everyone knows you there, as a major public figure.  
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You are a French economist, a Professor, a writer, an Honorary Member of the Council of 
State. To name a few of your great achievements, you were the Special Adviser to the 
French President of the Republic from 1981 to 1991. You founded and headed the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, which was essential to concretely implement the 
economic reunification of Europe.  
 
Actually, all French political leaders, at the highest level and irrespective of their political 
origin, have sought your guidance while in office. Some even say they should have followed 
your advice more carefully.  
 
Internationally recognized for your numerous achievements, dealing with an impressive 
variety of subjects, ranging from mathematical economics to music and children’s tales, you 
belong to the top 100 public intellectuals in the world, according to Foreign Policy Magazine. 
 
You have written fifty books, translated into more than twenty languages. You are currently 
CEO of A&A, an international consulting firm, and founder and President of PlaNet Finance, 
an international microfinance NGO. It is actually the most important institution in the world in 
support of microfinance, active in 80 countries.  
 
To stick to the hottest and most recent news, you have provided stimulating and insightful, if 
not easy to follow, contributions on how to fix the Eurozone crisis. I am confident that you will 
get many questions on this issue while you are in HK. 
 
To make a long description short, you are an outstanding figure, always willing to put your 
deep knowledge, many talents and insatiable curiosity into practice for the public good.  
 
Dear Prof JA, 
For all these reasons, I am very grateful that you have accepted to officiate at this ceremony 
and I now leave you the floor.  

 
 

- End - 
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