
Monsieur le Maire, 
Permanent Secretary, 
Messieurs les Présidents, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear Bordeaux wine lovers, 
 
Welcome to the French consulate. Happy to 
have with us Mr Alain Juppé, mayor of 
Bordeaux, former MFA and PM of France.  
 
Mr Juppé knows HK well and has come here 
in several capacities. He wanted to be here 
for the 2012 wine and dine festival which is 
going to be launched in a few moments.  
 
Mr Juppé is famous in France for having 
completely transformed the city of Bordeaux. 
The impressive renovation the city has gone 
through has made it a major touristic 
attraction in France. This renovation was 
crowned by a listing as a UNESCO world 
heritage site in 2007. 
 
And I think this achievement has not gone 
unnoticed in this part of the world. And the 
appeal of Bordeaux brand and image for HK 
tourists is, as you know, particularly strong.  
 



It has of course a lot to do with Bordeaux 
wine, which has a special place and a very 
long history with HK.   
 
Beyond good bottles, wine is actually a 
culture.  The cooperation between HK and 
Bordeaux precisely aims at creating this 
common culture, based on human 
exchanges, tourism, gastronomy and 
training. 
 
Many examples of these co-operations will be 
given by our Bordeaux guests. I want to 
mention in particular the French Gourmay 
festival, organized by the French consulate 
with the support of Bordeaux region this 
year. It has gathered more than 50 
restaurants including 7 Michelin-starred 
restaurants (compared to 40 last year), more 
than 100 selling points (compared to 50 last 
year), and 7 institutes (compared to 3 last 
year) including wine and culinary schools.  
 
The wine and dine festival is of course 
another example of the fruitful cooperation 
between HK and France in terms of wine and 
tourism.  Inspired by the Festival “Bordeaux 
fete le vin”, the festival has met a growing 
popular success in HK, in line with the 



development of a strong and prosperous 
wine culture.  
 
Mayor Alain Juppé is leading a delegation of 
business people and wine specialists. They 
are the real experts and I am certain they will 
answer all your technical questions about 
Bordeaux wine. 
 
But besides Bordeaux wine, I want to give 
you more generally a couple of facts and 
figures about French wine in general.  
 
Since 2008 and the wise decision to abolish 
taxes, wine has indeed become a key part of 
the business relation between France and 
HK. Since then, French exports have more 
than doubled every year. Today, French 
wines account for 60% of HK market share 
(Bordeaux account for 80% of the total).  
 

But this decision has strongly benefitted HK 
as well, which has become the first hub for 
wine trading in the world. The establishment 
of many wine importers and retailers here has 
created many jobs and a strong and 
prosperous wine culture which we are happy 
to celebrate together during this festival. 
 



 
 


