
 
As President of the Executive Committee, I stand before 
you on behalf of all the parents whose children attend the 
French International School on this very important 
occasion in the history of the school, namely the opening 
of our new campus here in Chai Wan.  
 
A two-word speech would have been: Thank You.  
 
But since I've been allotted 3 minutes, I shall elaborate.  
 
1  Firstly, our thanks go to the Education Bureau, Secretary 
Suen, and to Hong Kong Government - for granting  us this 
unique piece of land and building in Chai Wan.  
 
We always appreciated just how special this site was, the 
unique opportunities it presented us with and we treated it 
with the utmost respect.  
 
As I hope you can see, we paid a great deal of attention to 
respecting its spirit, its original elegance and harmony, and 
we paid great care to its oldest inhabitants - the trees.  
 
The Parents Association spent $75 million restoring this 
beautiful building and the grounds and, whilst not an 
insubstantial amount of money, we believe it was money 
well spent because what Hong Kong entrusted us with in 
the first place was indeed precious.  
 
2. We must also thank the French government for their 
continued support. The French Lycée would not be so 
French without the very close relationship we enjoy with 
the French authorities. Thank you too for the $5 million 
dollar donation that AEFE contributed at the start of the 
project and Mme Anne-Marie Descotes, thank you for 
making time in your busy schedule to officiate at this 
opening. We really appreciate your presence here today.  



3.Last but not least, on behalf of all the pupils and parents 
in the Primary Section, I would like to express a special 
word of thanks to a small group of unsung heros : the 
small group of  parents who actually made this happen. 
The adventure started in 2007.  
 
It looks beautiful now but a year ago, this was a battlefield 
and prior to which it had an « abandoned air » having been 
vacated by our friends and neighbours, the meng tak 
catholic school who relocated higher up on the hill.  
 
 Some parents were instrumental at the initial bidding 
stages including Anthony Ng, Joe Tang, Laurence Huret, 
Isabelle Brasier Dubuisson, Damienne Joly as well as my 
two predecessors Jean-Pierre Lefoul and Mario Negri.  
Once we were awarded the land, a team of parents from the 
Executive Committee, led by Stephen Bradley, followed the 
restoration and development project extremely closely, 
with a very high level of expectation and I suspect with 
some degree of passion, otherwise we would not have got 
such  a superb result.  
 
Ben Ng took over during summer 2011 and he managed, 
against all odds, to have the school opened on time (well, 
half a day late!).  
The commitment of these parents was echoed by an 
equally committed school team, led by our very dedicated 
and level headed Samuel Hureau.  Thank you to each and 
every one of you who made it happens.  
 
 Needless to say: We needed no publicity. As soon as the 
children walked into the school, it was love at first sight!  
And for my fellow Executive Committee members, there is 
no greater reward than to know that what have achieved 
here in Chai Wan has made the children happy.  
 
As you may know, the school currently caters for children 
in the final 2 years of primary education.   It's already full 



and we do need more space, most urgently in secondary, 
but we believe this is a good example of what we can 
achieve when Hong Kong entrusts us with some of its land. 
(so please don't hesitate to give us more !!!)  
 
Secretary Suen, having honoured us with your presence at 
this opening, and as a demonstration of our thanks to you, 
I would like to invite you to become the honorary guardian 
of one of the most magnificent trees on our site - this 
beautiful Ficus Virens.   We hope you can accept our 
invitation - and would like to assure you that the job does 
not require daily felling or watering - it is purely symbolic!  
 
Thank you to everyone who joined us this afternoon, 
please enjoy your time here.  
 
 
 

 


