
 

  

Consulat Général de France à Hong Kong  

http://www.consulfrance-hongkong.org  

 

 

 

 

                                                                         
 

Hong Kong, 29th November 2013 
 

 

Chairman, dear Franklyn, 
Dear colleagues,  
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Dear friends, 

 

I am delighted to be with you and I want of course to start by thanking our host, the 
France-Macao Business Association, for organizing, once again, such a magnificent 
evening. The fact that so many of you joined us tonight shows how much this gala dinner 
has become, year after year, a very sought after event that Macao business community 
eagerly looks forward to.  

As you know, the FMBA celebrated its 5
th

 anniversary in 2013. It is still a relatively young 
but already very established institution. Over the past two years only, the number of 
energetic and ambitious entrepreneurs and firms who have joined its seminars, talks, 
briefings or networking events has doubled. We all know that Macao is used to impressive 
growth rates, from casino revenues to real estate prices, but with a 100% increase in 2 
years time, the FMBA seems to have broken a record in a city yet familiar with them.  

This shows of course how much the FMBA counts when it comes to networking in Macao. 
But the influence of the FMBA does not stop here. Willing to further develop the 
exchanges between the foreign business community and the Macao authorities, the 
FMBA has been instrumental in setting up a new business association in this city: the 
European Chamber of Commerce in Macao. This achievement did not go unnoticed since 
we had the great honor of the presence of European Commission President José Manuel 
Barroso who came to inaugurate it just a few days ago, dear Vincent.  

I am confident that this new chamber will soon become a key institution in Macao, that it 
will contribute to further improve business environment and that it will help European 
businesses flourish, therefore contributing to the wish of Macao authorities to diversify the 
economy. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The dynamism of the FMBA is of course the result of the dedication of its members and of 
its President, dear Franklin, whom I want to thank and congratulate.  

But it is also the result of the booming economic ties between France and Macao.  
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In that respect, the last couple of years have witnessed dramatic evolutions. Macao has 
emerged as a new Asian miracle economy, ranking among the richest territories in Asia. 
At the same time, French economic presence in Macao has tremendously changed. With 
a fast-growing community and a booming bilateral trade, France has become the first non-
Chinese supplier of Macao, with a 10% market share. 

France is proud to bring the best of its products and know-how to Macau. In fact, French 
companies have for a long time been very active here, in many sectors: luxury goods, of 
course, but also utilities, infrastructure, catering, hospitality, transportation or consulting, to 
name just a few. I am confident that this trend will pursue its two-digit growth, with high-
quality products from French companies that closely match local demand, well fueled by 
Chinese tourists. 

The list of our common interests does not stop here and I could develop it further. There 
are gigantic opportunities to be seized, for the benefits of all. I am convinced that French 
expertise could be very helpful in sectors such as finance, creative industries, tourism, 
education and other professional services once the new development zone of Hengqin will 
be ready and open to foreign investors.  

I am confident as well that the FMBA will be instrumental in helping us seize these exciting 
opportunities and in deepening the already long and fruitful cooperation between Macao 
and France.   

I thank you for your attention and I wish you a very pleasant gala dinner.  
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      Arnaud BARTHELEMY 

Consul General 
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