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Dear Professor Anne Cheng,  
Vice-President, Dear Professor Paul Lam, 
Dean of the College of Science and Engineering, Dear Professor Jian Lu,  
Professor Ciarlet, Dear Philippe,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
I am very pleased to be here and to have the privilege to take the floor just before 
one of the most renowned French sinologist. Last time I took part in the France-Hong 
Kong Distinguished Lecture Series, it was to introduce Prof. Cohen Tannoudji, Nobel 
Prize in Physics. As you can imagine I completely failed to provide any clarity on the 
matter while introducing him. So I won’t even try this time and will limit myself to 
presenting our distinguished guest. 
 
But before I start, I want to pay tribute to the France-Hong Kong Distinguished 
Lecture Series. Organised since 2005, they have become a tradition and an 
institution. Thanks to this initiative, CityU has welcomed some of the most prestigious 
French searchers : Prof. Cohen Tannoudji (Nobel Prize in Physics in 1997), Prof. 
Jean Salençon (Former President of the French Academy of Sciences), Prof. Albert 
Fert (Nobel Prize in Physics in 2007), Prof. Jean Christophe Yoccoz (Fields Medal in 
1994), and today, last but not least, Prof. Anne Cheng the first social scientist to be 
giving a Distinguished Lecture.  
 
I would like to thank you, Prof. Philippe Ciarlet. You are the “father” of the lecture 
series, and you have therefore been instrumental in strengthening the scientific links 
between France and Hong Kong. I also want to thank all those who made this lecture 
possible:  

- the City University of Hong Kong, which kindly hosts this event, and in particular 
its Acting President, Professor Paul Lam; 
- the French Academy of Sciences; 
- the Collège de France 
- and the Hong Kong Chapter of the Legion d’Honneur Club. 
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Dear Prof. Anne Cheng,  
 
Both French and Chinese cultures have been the inspiration and the driving force 
behind your studies and career. Born in France from Chinese parents, you pursued a 
classical French education, where you learned the “critical disciplines”, as you 
yourself describe them, focusing on European languages and literature.  
 
It is only when you entered the highly competitive Ecole Normale Supérieure, a few 
years later, that you carried out your first works on China.  
For a French audience, your resume looks like a collection of the most prestigious 
French institutions and titles. Among others, you have led researches on the 
intellectual history of China - and Confucianism in particular - at the French National 
Centre for Scientific Research. In 2005, you joined the Institut universitaire de France 
and, in 2008, you were elected to the prestigious Collège de France, where you 
created the Chair in Intellectual History of China, that you still hold today.  
 
 
Professor Anne Cheng,  
 
Your studies are in line with a long French tradition, that goes back to 200 years. The 
first European Chair on China was indeed created in 1814, in Paris, in the Royal 
College, the ancestor of College de France. 
 
But you are also the heiress of a family tradition of excellence. Your own father, Mr. 
François Cheng, a member of the Académie française, is well known for his 
academic works on Chinese culture, as well as for his literature pieces. Your father 
was the first Asian to have been elected to the Académie française and in line with 
this prestigious example, you were the first person of Asian origin to be elected to the 
Collège de France. For those of you who may not know them, these 2 institutions are 
among if not the strongest pillars of French intellectual tradition.  
 
Inspired by this unique and precious heritage, you have always successfully built 
bridges between East and West. Very early on, your origin made you question the 
very concept of “cultural alterity”, for yourself as for China. You indeed do not believe 
that China is the “other” of the West, a completely different world. You rather plead 
that China, as a whole, cannot make a subject of comparison and you often 
underline the existence of notable similarities in many fields.  
 
 
Dear Professor Cheng,  
 
I want to finish by thanking you for not keeping your work confined to academic 
circles. Indeed, your translation of the “Analects of Confucius” and your “Histoire de 
la pensée chinoise” have become classics, in France and worldwide. Let me also 
remind all the students here that your lectures at the Collège de France are 
accessible online, including in English and Chinese. 
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While bringing your unique knowledge to a wide audience, you greatly contribute to a 
better understanding between China and Europe. For this, all those involved in the 
development of the links between these continents, like myself of course feel deeply 
grateful for. 

 
 

 
 
 

      Arnaud BARTHELEMY 
Consul General 


