
Chairman, dear Michel PEBEREAU, 

Dear Mignonne Cheng, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I am very pleased to introduce this ceremony in the honor of Mrs Mignonne 

CHENG. In the name of all your many friends present here, I would like to 

warmly thank you, Dear Mignonne, for inviting us to celebrate with you and 

with your family this important moment.  

 

Dear Mignonne,  

I cannot help seizing this opportunity to tell your friends about the origin and 

French meaning of your first name. Some of them may indeed ignore it but 

you have a very French first name - and a very beautiful one - since it means 

“cute” or “pretty”.  

 

With such a start, there is no surprise that you joined a French corporation 

and that, thanks to your many talents and relentless energy, you successfully 

climbed to its highest ranks.  

 

Dear Mignonne,  

Chairman Michel Pebereau rightly wished to come to HK to bestow this 

important decoration upon you. He will give us the details of your many and 

outstanding professional achievements better than I could since he was the 

direct witness of your success.  

 

So let me just say that your achievements have been widely and rightly 

recognized. In 2006, you were granted the “Top 100 Outstanding Women 

in Greater China Award” by The Chinese Women Entrepreneurs 

Association. In 2011, you were ranked as one of the Top 20 Women in 

Finance by Finance Asia. 

 

But besides being a prominent member of HK business community, you 

have been always eager to give back to the community.  

 



Among these remarkable contributions, I want to mention your constant 

support for Le French May cultural festival and your instrumental role to 

help us bring the best of French culture to HK. 

 

Dear Mignonne, 

Even more than a successful banker, dear Mignonne, you are a symbol of 

the cooperation between France and China. And your achievements a 

vibrant testimony of the fruitfulness of that cooperation. 

 

Chairman Michel PEBEREAU, 

You are one of the most influential and respected French businessman and 

even here, in Hong Kong, I do not think there is much need to present you. It 

would anyway take far too much time to list all the achievements and honors 

you have collected along a tremendously successful career.  

 

You started your career in the ministry of finance, where, as a high ranking 

civil servant, you decisively contributed to the modernization of Paris 

financial place.  

 

You then moved to the banking sector in the early 80’s, first at Credit 

Commercial de France and then at Banque Nationale de Paris. Under your 

leadership, these two banks where successfully privatized. 

 

As CEO and Chairman of BNP Paribas, you are the main architect behind 

the global expansion of the bank and its transformation into a leading 

European bank, thanks to bold strategic moves such as the merger with 

Paribas in 2000 and the acquisition of BNL in 2006 or Fortis in 2009. 

 

Your expertise and experience are widely sought after.  

 

You share it as a prominent board member of several Fortune 500 

companies, such as Total, Lafarge, Saint-Gobain, AXA or EADS. 

 

But you share it as well with students at Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris, 

where you have been a professor and then chairman. 



French political leaders at the highest level have sought your guidance while 

in office. Actually some even say they should have followed your advice 

more carefully, in particular following your famous and prophetic report on 

public debt of 2005.     

 

To make a long description short, you are an outstanding figure, always 

willing to put your deep knowledge, many talents and insatiable curiosity 

into practice for the public good. 

 

For all these reasons, I am grateful that you have accepted to officiate at this 

ceremony and I now leave you the floor.  


