
 1 

Honourable Chief Secretary for Administration, dear Carrie Lam 

Hon. Secretary for Security, 

Hon. Secretary for Education, 

Commissioners,  

Dear colleagues 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Chers amis, 

 

Let me first thank you, dear Carrie Lam, for officiating at our ceremony despite a very heavy schedule. 

I also want to thank the HK Police for performing tonight. Last year, we had the privilege to hear the 

police band. We are happy this year to further enjoy the wide range of HK police musical talents. I 

know, dear Commissioner Tsang, that my fellow countrymen fully appreciate this remarkable sign of 

friendship. 

 

Je suis très heureux de tous vous accueillir aujourd’hui pour notre fête nationale. C’est un moment 

particulièrement important cette année puisque nous célébrons le 150
ème

 anniversaire de la présence 

officielle française à Hong Kong. Et je suis heureux que vous ayez répondu si massivement à notre 

invitation.  

 

As you may read on the backdrop behind me, this year marks the 150
th
 anniversary of the official 

relations between France and Hong Kong. 150 years of friendship, which are full of common 

adventures and colourful anecdotes. I could mention some of them today, for example how the word 

Bauhinia is coming from the name of two French brothers, called Bauhin.  

Or how Jackie Chan learned kung fu at the French consul’s residence. But we are going to publish a 

book on this his history in october. So I want to maintain the suspense and just encourage you to buy 

and read this book.  

 

The history of the relations between France and Hong Kong is long. But it has accelerated recently. 

Hong Kong today is home to a large and vibrant French community of 15 000 people, which makes it 

the biggest French community in an Asian city. There are more than 800 French companies here. They 

employ 30 000 people and generate a turnover of 70 billion HKD. On top of that, Hong Kong is the 

2
nd

 biggest trade surplus in the world for France. As a matter of fact, French firms do very well in 

sectors on which the HK economy is based: luxury, retail, food and wine, construction and financial 

services. 

 

L and G, 

These brilliant figures contrast with the gloomy reports on European economy which flourish now and 

then in the press. 
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In these troubled economic times, they show that European companies are finding the growth where it 

is and that mindsets are adapting to a changing world.  

 

But while adapting to these new realities, we should not underestimate the European assets and keep 

in mind basic figures. The European Union has the biggest economy in the world ; it accounts for one 

fourth of the world GDP, it hosts one third of the 500 world biggest corporations, boasts many world 

brands and is, by far, the first trading power in the world.  

From that perspective, 2012 is obviously a crucial year. The latest EU summit, a couple of days ago, 

was in this regard a major step forward. European leaders worked out a comprehensive agreement to 

meet short term financial challenges, to support banking and budgetary integration, to rebalance public 

accounts, to boost economic growth and to restore competitiveness.  

I am convinced that European countries will get over this crisis stronger and more united. I am 

convinced as well that this crisis will bring opportunities, especially for foreign investors. France for 

example has a lot of brands, technologies or infrastructures which could be appealing to HK investors, 

especially since the entry into force of the bilateral non double taxation agreement late last year.  

L and G,  

Both Hong Kong and France have new governments, setting the stage for new ideas and new 

cooperations. France has indeed a lot to offer to help HK fully achieve its potential as a major hub 

attracting brain and capital.  

I am deeply convinced, dear Carrie Lam, that these new cooperations can help us seek change while 

preserving stability. 

 

- Hong Kong has strong cultural ambitions.  

The French May Festival celebrated this year its 20
th
 edition. The Picasso exhibition itself attracted 

280 000 visitors. Organized by the Consulate of France, with the precious support of sponsors that I 

want to warmly thank again tonight, including the Hong Kong government, the festival aims at 

attracting the widest possible audience, therefore contributing to art pedagogy in a territory, HK, 

which is becoming a major art hub. 

 

- Hong Kong was recently awarded the title of most liveable city in the world. We are happy to 

provide our expertise in urbanism, architecture and infrastructure. In this regard, I’m proud that the 

French company Dragages recently won the contract for the construction of the Hong Kong section of 

the Hong Kong- Macau- Zhuhai bridge, which is simply the biggest civil engineering contract in Hong 

Kong history. 
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- HK is a world city. A clean environment is key to maintain its attactivity. The French Minister for 

Transportation and the Hong Kong Secretary for Environment celebrated a few months ago the first 

purchase of French electric cars by the Hong Kong government.  

- HK wish to diversify its economy and boasts the best universities in the region. Our partnership in 

Science and education made a major breakthrough this year with an ambitious agreement signed 

between the Research Grant Council and the French National Agency for Research, which will each 

year provide up to 20 million HKD for joint research projects.  

 

L and G, 

- I am approaching the end of this speech and I haven’t yet mentioned, because it is maybe too obvious, 

the role of HK as a world financial center. 

France strongly advocated the internationalization of the RMB last year, as chair of the G20. We want 

to contribute to this process in partnership with Beijing and Hong Kong authorities. And there is much 

we can do : french banks have been very active developing new RMB products in Hong Kong ; our 

big corporations increasingly use RMB as a new financing channel. And Paris financial place, the 

biggest one in the Eurozone, intends to fully take part to this movement. In this regard, I’m happy to 

announce that the first Dim Sum Bond was listed on Euronext Paris last june. 

 

 

L and G, 

 

While commemorating the Bastille day today, we celebrate the values of the French Republic “liberty, 

equality, fraternity”, stemming from the French revolution. These values find a strong echo in the 

system HK is rightly proud of, with an independent and efficient judiciary, the rule of law, freedom of 

press and a roadmap towards universal suffrage.  

 

I am convinced that France and Hong Kong, sharing those common values and a long history of 

friendship, with the support of the central government of the People’s Republic of China and in 

accordance with the one country two systems principle, will continue to build a prosperous and 

inclusive future together. 

 

In the name of all involved in bringing France and China, France and HK, closer together, let me now 

carry a toast to the people of the People’s Republic of China and to the people of the Hong Kong 

Special Administrative Region 


