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Dear wine and food lovers, 
 
It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you here today to present you this new edition of 
“Le French Gourmay”, which is the part of Le French May dedicated to French gastronomy.  
 
I am confident that you are quite familiar with Le French May, which has become a major 
cultural institution in the city, awaited by many Hongkongers and bringing France and 
Hong Kong closer together.  
I will not surprise you if I tell you that Gastronomy and wine are key elements of French 
culture.  
France has very diversified landscapes and weather conditions. Each of its regions is 
unique, distinct from the others and boasting strong local specialities. That is why when 
we created Le French Gourmay 4 years ago, we decided to focus each edition on a specific 
region of France in order to fully present its food and wine tradition: Rhone Valley in 2009, 
Languedoc-Roussillon in 2010, and Provence in 2011. 
 
This year, in celebration of the 20th anniversary of le French May, we have chosen 
Bordeaux as our partner region. 
 
It was an easy choice for such an important anniversary. I know that most Hong Kong 
people are already familiar with this very well-known wine region which produces some of 
the most prestigious wines in the world. I have to say I am often amazed by the deep 
knowledge of Hongkongers about Bordeaux vineyards. Many of you have much better tips 
about what millesime to buy than most French people.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Hong Kong has become a major wine hub following the clever and fruitful decision by 
Hong Kong authorities to remove tax duties on wine import in 2008. Since then, the 
market has grown very rapidly, and wine is visible everywhere in HK : Wine shops, wine 
bars, wine schools, wine magazines, wine blogs, wine tastings almost every night and, 
maybe more importantly, countless wine experts.  
 
The number of market players, including importers, distributors, and retailers has 
increased tremendously in the past few years. This increased competition is very positive 
since it contributes to a strong development of wine culture in Hong Kong including 
history, tasting and wine pairing techniques etc. It is positive as well because it helps HK 
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people discover and appreciate less famous but still excellent wines, which is what we try 
to promote with Le French Gourmay. 
 
Despite this competition, French wines, notably Bordeaux, continue to hold from far the 
biggest market share in Hong Kong.  
 
I don’t want to elaborate too much about wine because today we are lucky to have a 
renowned wine expert, Mr Nelson CHOW, Chairman of the Hong Kong Sommelier 
Association, as a guest speaker. I'd better leave it to the real Professional. Not to mention 
the fact that it is always better publicity to have a representative from Hong Kong 
promoting French culture rather than someone from France speaking for his own country. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Besides wine, Aquitaine region, where Bordeaux is situated, has much more to offer 
thanks to a perfect landscape for agricultural production : cheese (sheep, cow), foie gras, 
charcuterie (Grenier médocain, Bayonne ham), pastries (cannelés, macarons), oysters and 
so many others that you will enjoy with us during this month. 
 
I am confident that Hongkongers will appreciate these high-quality and delicious products 
as much as they have enjoyed Bordeaux wines. 
 
In May, a series of activities will be organized for you to discover the Aquitaine 
gastronomy. Thanks to our partner retailers, like supermarkets and wine shops which will 
offer promotions and tastings, our partner wine and culinary schools, which have 
organized masterclasses,  our partner restaurants which will create dedicated menus using 
ingredients from the region and matching well Bordeaux wines. 
You may find all the details of this year’s programme in the brochure which you have in 
hand.  
We are proud to have more partners joining the Gourmay festival this year: More than 50 
restaurants including 7 Michelin-starred restaurants (compared to 40 last year), more than 
100 selling points (compared to 50 last year), and 7 institutes (compared to 3 last year) 
including wine and culinary schools.  
 
Finally, I want to say that Bordeaux is a also very rich cultural region. 
"Bordeaux, Port of the Moon", a very famous square, was listed as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in 2007. This is where the Bordeaux Wine Festival is organized once every 
two years. And it is another link between Hong Kong and Bordeaux since the Hong Kong 
Wine & Dine festival which has been such a huge success in Hong Kong was actually 
inspired by the Bordeaux Wine Festival  and is the result of a cooperation between the 
two cities. This year the bond between the cities will be even closer, as Hong Kong will be 
the guest city of honour of the coming Bordeaux Wine Festival from June 28 to June 30.  
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On the other hand, featuring the theme of this year’s Gourmay, Le French May has invited 
the ballet of National Opera of Bordeaux to perform classical and contemporary dance in 
HK. This is a scoop and I cannot give you more details for the moment, because they will 
be presented to you during a press conference dedicated to Le French May on March 28.  
Gourmay consumers can redeem 2 tickets of the Ballet show by consuming more than 
3,000 HK$ in at least 2 of the Gourmay restaurants. Seats are limited. Don’t miss the 
chance! 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
After one year in Hong Kong, I am still amazed by the enthusiasm of Hong Kong to 
promote French culture and to bring Hong Kong and France closer together.  
I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the partners and sponsors 
of Gourmay, including restaurants, bars, importers, distributors, stores and retailers. We 
could never organize this festival without their constant support. I can not name them all 
as there are more than 100 of them, but you can find the comprehensive list in the 
booklet. I would like to particularly show my appreciation to all the chefs who are with us 
today. Beyond local icons, they are the best ambassadors of French culture and French 
gastronomy and I am happy they could join us despite a heavy schedule and demanding 
customers.  
 
Finally I want to say that Gourmay is starting now so please stay to enjoy the many 
specialties we brought with us tonight. 
Thank you very much and Bon appetit! 
 
 


