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at the heart of Europe 

Bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the West and the Mediterranean to the South, France is the natural gateway to 
the European market and its 485 million consumers. At the centre of economic trade with the European continent, 
France is one of the most attractive countries for foreign investment. This outstanding and high technology 
platform is coupled with an unparalleled quality of life and service, as well as a deep-rooted concern for the 
national heritage and sustainable development, making France the most visited country in the world.

A unique geographical
location
At the crossroads between Northern 
Europe and the Mediterranean, on 
the edge of the Atlantic Ocean and 
with easy access to continental 
Europe, France boasts a strategic and 
unparalleled location, at the heart 
of Europe. All of the major European 
platforms located in Germany, the 
United Kingdom, Italy and Spain lie 
within a 1500-kilometre radius of 
Paris. France is therefore a natural 
gateway to the European market.

An international financial 
platform
Paris is the leading financial market 
in the euro zone and is the second-
ranking city in terms of the number 
of international financial institutions 
hosted, providing France with a 
free-flowing, transparent and safe 
trading platform and guaranteeing 
free movement of capital.

High performance energy 
and telecommunication 
infrastructures
As the keystone of Europe’s energy grid, 
France’s competitiveness also stems 
from its excellent telecommunication 
facilities: the French-born GSM standard 
has now become an international 
standard for the mobile telephony 
market. The Internet market has 
expanded rapidly in France which now 
boasts one of the highest broadband 
access rates in Europe.
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an exceptional logistics offer: a bridge to Europe

With its seven major ports and its international airports, its 12,000 kilometres of motorway, its 8,500 
kilometres of waterways, its 2,000 kilometres of high-speed railway lines, France is not only synonymous 
with exceptional culture and art-de-vivre, but also with a unique economic platform offering outstanding 
transport infrastructures, at the heart of the world’s biggest market, Europe.  
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7 major ports

3 maritime shorelines

 600 million consumers 
served in less
than 48 hours

 €2.6 billion invested
in the 7 major seaports 
over the next 5 years 
(2009-2013) 
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France is where the East-West and 
North-South axes of the European 
continent meet, right at the heart of 
its economy.

In 2008, French ports handled 380 
million tons of goods.  

Handling all types of goods and 
more specif ical ly containers, 
the French ports provide access to 
and from three maritime shorelines: 
the Mediterranean, the Atlantic 
and the English Channel through to 
the North Sea.  

Six hundred million consumers can 
be served from France in less than 
48 hours.

The services offered by French ports 
comply with the highest international 
quality standards in terms of nautical 
facilities and security and safety 
conditions.  

The ports offer a large volume of easily 
accessible land and building space, 
available to house new businesses.

A large-scale reform of handling 
activities was embarked on in 2008. 
By the end of 2010, the port terminals 
will benefit from even more high-
performance operators.  

Heavy investments have been engaged 
in order to modernise terminals 
and interfaces linking the ports to 
European transport networks.

The large France seaports boast many 
assets. They are located at the heart 
of a multimodal transport network. 
They house logistics platforms of 
European scale. They provide easy 
access to secondary redistribution 
platforms serving regional markets 
located close to the major urban 
conurbations.

Major and outstanding ports supplying the main European markets 



Beyond its privileged geographical 
location, France boasts quality transport 
infrastructures recognised by many 
international surveys. Its road network 
is one of the most developed in Europe 
with almost 400,000 kilometres of 
roads in perfect condition, including 
12,000 kilometres of motorway 
which provide excellent access to 
port platforms.

Every year, a number of new roads 

are built to complete the territorial 
coverage. Traffic flow on this road 
network is particularly good, with 
congestion rates 30% below the 
European average.

France also has 30,000 km of railway 
lines. Its high-speed railway line 
network is unmatched anywhere else 
in the world and provides connections 
to the main European capitals in 
record time. Priority rail freight lines 
are currently being developed and 
connected to the rest of Europe, in 
response to logistics needs.

At the heart of 12 European countries 
connected by waterways, France 
operates and is developing the longest 
waterway network in Europe, with 
almost 8,500 km of navigable rivers and 
canals serving the major river platforms 
including Paris, Europe’s second river 
port. 

The forthcoming construction of the 
Seine-Nord-Europe canal will provide 
heavy river transport access to the ports 

of Le Havre, Rouen, Paris and from 
Dunkirk to the rest of Europe. 
The quality of services offered by the 
Paris-Charles-de-Gaulle airport is such 
that it has become Europe’s second 
airport, and Europe’s leading airport for 
freight and mail. In total, France counts 
some 156 airports including 10 inter-
national airports located throughout 
the country.

 

 12,000 kilometres
of motorway

 30,000 kilometres
of railway lines

 8,500 kilometres
of waterways

 10 international 
airports
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France, the spearhead of 
high speed rail: a train 
running at 574.8 km/h

The 2,000 kilometres of very 
high speed lines between

Paris – London
   in 2 hours 15 minutes

Paris – Brussels
   in 2 hours 20 minutes

Paris – Frankfurt
   in 3 hours 50 minutes

Paris – Marseille in 3 hours

ü

ü

ü

ü

Multiple transport networks between France and the rest of Europe
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France boasts many road transport 
companies of international scale 
which offer a broad range of services 
(packed or loose products, controlled 
temperature) with optimal quality 
(certification).

The rail freight market is fully open 
to competition. Several operators 
offer combined transport services 
for containers. The operation of the 
market will be improved yet further 
in 2009 with the implementation of 
an independent railway regulatory 
authority.
Many short-distance maritime transport 
services link French ports to other 
European ports (feedering). Several 
maritime highways are in the process 
of being implemented and will provide 
high speed access to Spain, Portugal 
and across the Mediterranean.
 

Competitive transport and logistics companies, offering a broad range of services
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simplified customs formalities and facilities for setting up businesses

Many high-performance logistics 
platforms
In 2011, France’s logistics real estate 
stock will cover some 40 million 
square metres!
 
Above all, there is a good deal of 
available land space ready to house 
new logistics platforms close to the 
seaports or at the heart of major 
metropolitan areas providing good 
links to the country’s main ports. 
Many foreign businesses wishing 
to provide their European clients 
with a quality service and optimum 
responsiveness have chosen France for 
their European logistics platform.

Simplified and secure customs 
formalities
The customs authorities have created a 
one-stop-shop and provide port clients 
with tailor-made and specialist services 
upon request. 

A specific needs analysis is carried out 
for each client, enabling the definition 
of the most effective customs procedures 
to suit their needs. 

Modern computerised customs 
clearance tools, such as the DELT@ 
system are available for safe, quick 
and low-cost customs clearance. 
This system operates 24-hours-a-day, 

7-days-a-week and anticipates customs 
declarations, thus considerably impro-
ving the flow of logistics operations. 
Its multiple capabilities enable a 
significant improvement in lead times 
for customs clearance transactions.
 
Finally, the French customs authorities 
offer a series of measures to optimise 
customs clearance from a financial 
point of view. It is now possible to 
defer the payment of VAT without 
any guarantee and to suspend the 
payment of duties and taxes (economic 
customs schemes, AI2 procedure, 
etc.).

Logistics set-ups are booming in France due to the wealth of available land. In major French ports, the French 
customs administration remains tuned in to operators with specialised services in economic action.
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a host country

An exceptional environment
With more than 60 million visitors per 
year, France is the world’s leading 
tourist destination. 

It owes this popularity to its museums 
which are among the most beautiful 
in the world, its 30,000 châteaux 
and 400,000 historic monuments, 
its landscapes and its refined art de 
vivre which it has cultivated over the 
centuries.

France is one of the most attractive 
countries in the world for foreign 
investment and ranks third as a host 
country for investments.
The quality of its workforce also 
enjoys global renown, namely for its 
training which enables 40% of 25-34 

year olds to complete their studies 
and provide companies with qualified 
personnel.

Sustainable development at
the heart of transport policies
Proud of its past, France also has its 
sights set on the future. For many years, 
it has been pursuing a series of exem-
plary and innovative policies focused 
on sustainable development.

France has defined a sustainable 
transport policy within the framework 
of a national consultation initiative 
known by the name “Grenelle 
Environnement”, which brought 
together members of civil society and 
representatives from the political and 
business worlds.

In the process of this initiative, 
France chose to develop sustainable 
infrastructures and encourage modal 
transfer. Accordingly, it has decided 
to expand its rail network yet further 
with the construction of 2,000 kilo-
metres of new high speed railway 
lines set to start by 2020. This will 
be accompanied by the opening of 
maritime highways, the construction 
of the Seine Nord Europe canal, the 
expansion of rail freight activities and 
the development of 1,500 kilometres 
of state-of-the-art bus and tram lines 
coupled with an improvement in 
the capacity and quality of services 
provided on existing networks.

The high level of qualification, the quality of the environment and the eco-friendly approach make France 
a host country for people and investments alike.
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GRAND PORT MARITIME DE 
DUNKERQUE 
Terre-plein Guillain 
BP 46534
59386 DUNKERQUE CEDEX 1
Tél. +33 (0)3 28 28 78 78
Fax +33 (0)3 28 28 77 27
www.portdedunkerque.fr

GRAND PORT MARITIME DU HAVRE
BP 1413
76067 LE HAVRE CEDEX
Tél. +33 (0)2 32 74 74 00
Fax +33 (0)2 32 74 74 29
www.havre-port.fr

GRAND PORT MARITIME DE ROUEN
34, boulevard de Boisguilbert
BP 4075
76022 ROUEN CEDEX
Tél. +33 (0)2 35 52 54 56
www.rouen.port.fr

GRAND PORT MARITIME DE NANTES 
- SAINT-NAZAIRE
18, quai Ernest Renaud
BP 18609
44186 NANTES CEDEX 4
Tél. +33 (0)2 40 44 20 20
Fax +33 (0)2 40 44 20 01
www.nantes.port.fr

GRAND PORT MARITIME DE LA 
ROCHELLE
BP 70394
17001 LA ROCHELLE
Tél. +33 (0)5 46 00 53 60
Fax +33 (0)5 46 43 12 54
www.larochelle.port.fr

GRAND PORT MARITIME DE BORDEAUX
Palais de la Bourse 
3, place Gabriel
33075 BORDEAUX CEDEX
Tél. +33 (0)5 56 90 58 00
www.bordeaux-port.fr

GRAND PORT MARITIME DE MARSEILLE
23, place de la Joliette
BP 81965
13226 MARSEILLE CEDEX 02
Tél. +33 (0)4 91 39 40 00
Fax +33 (0)4 91 39 57 00
www.marseille-port.fr

AGENCE FRANÇAISE DES 
INVESTISSEMENTS INTERNATIONAUX
77, boulevard Saint-Jacques 
75014 PARIS
Tél. +33 (0)1 40 74 32 70
Fax +33 (0)1 40 74 73 26
www.invest-in-france.org

RÉSEAU FERRÉ DE FRANCE
92, avenue de France 
75648 PARIS CEDEX 13
Tél. +33 (0)1 53 94 30 00
Fax +33 (0)1 53 94 38 00
www.rff.fr

AÉROPORTS DE PARIS
291, boulevard Raspail 
75675 PARIS CEDEX 14
Tél. +33 (0)1 43 35 70 00
www.aeroportsdeparis.fr

VOIES NAVIGABLES DE FRANCE
175, rue Ludovic Boutleux 
62408 BETHUNE
Tél. +33 (0)3 21 63 24 24
Fax +33 (0)3 21 63 24 42
www.vnf.fr

CONTACTS
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