
Consul-General Arnaud BARTHELMY 

 

Thank you for the kind introduction and the very flattering citation. 

Before any of you leave here thinking I have no flaws, let me make a confession: I 

never got around to learning French despite my many years at AFP. I apologize for 

this. But then as any Frenchman will tell you: nobody's perfect! 

 

I am greatly honoured to be here today to receive this prestigious award which 

recognises my contributions to AFP. I am delighted to be able to share this 

occasion with my family, close friends and colleagues. Thank you all for coming. 

Some of you have come from afar and I value your presence. Thank you also 

Consul-General for so graciously agreeing to host us. 

 

I believe that this award is more than being just about me because it comes on 

the back of a period that saw the transformation of AFP from a little known 

agency to the premier source of general news not just here in Asia but also 

globally. I was privileged to work for AFP and play my small part in this 

transformation. But so did many others. If I may, I'd like to single out the many 

local staff who man our various bureaus and feed our wire each day with what I 

call the bread and butter stories that is a staple of our news wire. These mostly 

young men and women are on the front lines of every breaking news story, some 

times under very dangerous circumstances. Only two weeks ago, our man in 

Afghanistan, Sadar Ahmad, was killed in a terrorist attack that also took the lives 

of his wife and two of his three children. We have a young lady in our HK office, 

Agnes BUN, who recently spent a week among the corpses and debri of Tacloban 

after it was hit by a typhoon. I could cite many more examples but it is these men 

and women who are the unsung heroes of AFP and I would like to use this 

occasion to salute them. 

 



   I would like to thank my friend Patrick Mansier, Celine and Pauline for helping 

organize this bestowal ceremony. 

 

   I would also like to thank the AFP management for nominating me for this high 

award in particular Pierre Louette, our former chairman, and our former 

managing director, Jean-Pierre VIGNOLLE and our current Chairman Emmanuel 

Hoog and Managing Director Remi Tomazeski for pushing it through. Many years 

ago I had the privilege of working with Jean-Pierre to set up a commercial 

operation for AFP in Asia. It was an exciting and rewarding time. The 

infrastructure we put in place continues to make a major contribution to our 

success in Asia. 

 

My comments will not be complete without mentioning my wife, Patty. Many 

years ago she decided that my career should take precedence over hers even 

though her prospects were considerably brighter at the time. I hope this award 

makes up for her sacrifice. 

 

Once again, thank you all. 

 

 

 

 


