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French National Day 2017 Reception 

14 July 2017 

Speech by Consul general Eric Berti 

 
Honourable Financial Secretary, dear Paul CHAN, 
Honourable Secretaries, dear Nicholas Yang and Sophia Chan, 
Honourable Members of the Legco, 
Commissioner Xie Feng,  
Dear colleagues Consul-General, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Mes chers compatriotes, 

Let me first thank you, dear Paul, for officiating today at our ceremony in spite of your heavy 
schedule, in these first weeks of work of the new Cabinet. I also thank the Police choir for 
wonderfully performing tonight our both national anthems where it is very much question of 
marching. And, as you know, marching is very trendy in France right now!  

It is always very moving for me to see so many fellow countrymen and friends of France gathered 
here, thanks to the generosity of our major partner of our National Day, New World Development 
Company, that I thank warmly. Let me say a few words in French for my fellow countrymen: 

Chers Compatriotes, je suis très heureux de vous accueillir aujourd’hui pour notre Fête nationale. 
C’est toujours un rendez-vous important pour nous tous et une occasion aussi pour le consulat de 
remercier toutes les associations et les entreprises qui animent notre communauté et lui permettent 
d’apporter une contribution remarquable à la vie et la prospérité de Hong Kong. I am very proud of 
our French community in Hong Kong, both numerous and very lively, driven by a very good spirit of 
entrepreneurship and solidarity.  

This National day is very special for us. As you know, France has a new government, a new majority in 
the Parliament and a new young President who wants to give an impetus to France in all fields, 
economic, cultural and diplomatic. We have also a new Cabinet and a new Executive Council in Hong 
Kong, led by Chief Executive Carrie Lam and we wish on both sides to develop the exchanges and the 
bonds between France and Hong Kong. 

It is very significant to see that the French Government and the French Parliament gather 
personalities coming from both sides of the political spectrum, united to work together to reform the 
country, favor economic growth and employment, as well as building a more united European Union. 
The motto of our new president is confidence, optimism and benevolence. I think that these features 
also characterize our community in Hong Kong and symbolize also perfectly the spirit of our National 
Day. 

We must keep in mind that the “Bastille day”, is less a reference to the storming of the Bastille on the 
14th of July 1789, than a celebration of the Federation Fair which was organized on the Champ de 
Mars just one year later, on the 14th of July 1790. This fair gathered all the political and economic 
forces of France, in a sense of unity and fraternity. I think that something of this unity and fraternity 
is alive today in France. We can feel it during this great parade on the Champs-Elysées which has just 
finished a few minutes ago and that you can see on the screens during this reception. We feel it also 
in Hong Kong through the friendship between the French community and Hong Kong people. 
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This Federation fair in 1790 highlighted for us two messages: the first describes of course the values 
of France: “Liberty, Equality Fraternity” which were strongly affirmed; the second message reminds 
that France is stronger when she is united.  

 

Secretary, dear Paul, 

2017 is for us a very exciting year, with the celebrations of the 20th anniversary of the establishment 
of the Hong Kong SAR and the 25th anniversary of Le French May Arts Festival, which is now almost 
over. As part of these festivities, it is not too late however to see at the Hong Kong Heritage Museum 
the exhibition "Inventing le Louvre”, featuring treasures from the Paris institution. Over the past 25 
years, Le French May has grown steadily into one of the largest cultural event in Asia, contributing to 
the city’s international appeal. 

Our bilateral partnership is stronger than ever as Hong Kong has been France’s second largest 
bilateral trade surplus for almost a decade. Hong Kong is now home to more than 20,000 French 
nationals and some 800 French companies, employing 33,000 persons and generating a turnover of 
more than 100 billion HKD. French companies are operating in the city in various sectors including 
financial services, logistics, construction, retail and food & beverage.  

France therefore does not contribute to the Hong Kong economy and way of life only through 
gastronomy, wine and luxury goods, even if these sectors are important and very significant in our 
bilateral relations. We are also cooperating closely with Hong Kong in fields such as technology and 
innovation, smart cities, as well as aeronautics.  

In this spirit, we joined hands in March with the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 
(HKUST) to establish the France-HKUST Innovation Hub. This platform will provide opportunities for 
students to nurture their creativity and benefit from the experience of some of France’s most 
successful innovative companies. In April, the consulate and the Counselors of the French foreign 
trade have organized for the third time in Hong Kong, the exhibition So French, So Innovative, which 
showcases the innovation capacities of the French companies in the SAR. The French National School 
of Civil Aviation (ENAC) also signed recently a cooperation agreement with the Hong Kong 
International Aviation Academy to create the best training facility for Hong Kong's aviation industry.  

Last but not least, our cooperation in the financial sector is also increasing. The French Authority of 
Financial markets and the Securities and Futures Commission (SFC) have just signed an agreement on 
the mutual recognition of investment funds between France and Hong Kong. This agreement is the 
first of its kind between a member of the European Union and Hong Kong, establishing a specific 
regulatory framework for the marketing of eligible French and Hong Kong funds. 

On this special day, we are proud to celebrate the achievements of our flourishing cooperation and 
look to the many opportunities that lie ahead. The people of France have chosen openness to the 
world and innovation. We share these ambitions with Hong Kong and we look forward to working 
with Chief Executive Carrie Lam’s administration and the people of Hong Kong to further develop our 
thriving bilateral relation.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends, 

I wish to thank warmly all the teams which made this reception possible: my colleagues of the 
Consulate general and specially my assistants Sabrina and Stéphanie as well as the wonderful team of 
the Convention Center, and specially Dorothy Ng. I thank again the Hong Kong Police Choir and all 
our sponsors. 
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In this regards, I wish to express again warmly our gratitude to the New World Development 
Company and more precisely the Fung Seng Entreprises Holding and specially William Doo and 
Patrick Lam, for their strong and generous support, as well as Pernod Ricard for providing us with his 
delicious Champagne and cocktails.  

I wish also to thank the French Companies which have brought also this year their support, BNP-
Paribas, Credit Agricole, Banque Transatlantique, Dassault, Suez and Thales, as well as the partners 
who have helped us for the wine (Burgundy Wine), the beautiful lucky draw prizes and the gift bags. 

In the name of all persons and organizations involved in bringing France and Hong Kong closer 
together, let me now propose a toast to the people of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
and the people of the People’s Republic of China. 

Vive la France! 

Vive Hong Kong! 


