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Consul General [Arnaud Barthélémy], Your Excellencies,  

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Bonsoir . 

 

I am delighted to join you all this evening. First of all, congratulations 

to France on celebrating its National Day.  

 

Secondly, what a happy coincidence.  I attended the French Chamber 

of Commerce  Annual Gala Dinner, by the way for a second time, during the 

last month of my term as Secretary for Development.  And this evening I am 

brought back to the French community in my first consular function as Chief 

Secretary for Administration. 
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This year is a particularly joyous one, because it also marks 150 years 

of consular relations between France and Hong Kong. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Arnaud and his 

colleagues at the Consulate General for their commitment to maintaining 

strong and positive consular relations. 

 

In this respect, Hong Kong’s “French Connection” dates back to 1862 

when your country appointed its first Consul to Hong Kong. Since then, 

similar to a good French wine maturing, our bilateral relations have become 

deeper, richer and more complex. All along we have remained true to the 

roots of our bilateral friendship and the vision of the first French immigrants. 

 

In the mid-1800s, French Priests and the Sisters of St Paul de Chartres 

arrived in our city. They brought with them a spirit of compassion and the 

value of a healthy and well-educated society. 

 

Today, we have a compassionate and knowledgeable community in 

Hong Kong. The wonderful work begun by the Sisters of St Paul’s de 
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Chartres continues in, among other places, St Paul’s Hospital and St Paul’s 

Convent School. 

 

The Consulate General also sponsors Hong Kong students to study in 

France under the Alexandre Yersin scholarship. I mention this because Dr 

Yersin helped to put Hong Kong on the medical map in 1894. From his 

makeshift laboratory in Kennedy Town, Dr Yersin made a big discovery that 

led to a cure for Bubonic Plague. 

 

Medical collaboration between France and Hong Kong continues to 

have implications for world health today. The University of Hong Kong-

Pasteur Institute is at the forefront of our present-day fight against viral 

infectious diseases.  

 

On a lighter note, Hong Kong people are enthusiasts for French 

culture. The annual Le French May celebrated its 20 edition this year. It was 

the brainchild of former Consul General Laurent Aublin in 1993, and has 

grown to become the largest French arts festival in Asia. Its enduring 

success is due in no small part to strong collaboration between the Consulate 

General of France and our Leisure and Cultural Services Department. 
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Naturally, we also have our vibrant and expanding French business 

community to thank for our strong bilateral ties. Over many decades and in 

many diverse areas, entrepreneurs have introduced to Hong Kong the French 

flair for doing business. Walking around Central at lunchtime it is almost 

impossible not to notice the growing number of French-speakers in the CBD 

(Central Business District), as well as French restaurants and fashion outlets.  

 

Today, France is our third largest trading partner among the European 

Union. The value of our bilateral trade exceeded HK$81 billion (€8.3 

billion) last year, which was a 25 per cent (24.9%) increase compared to 

2010. That is very encouraging, especially given the economic uncertainties 

in the eurozone and the global environment. 

 

This brings me back to what is considered by many to be France’s 

national treasure – of course, I am referring to wine. 

 

Whether for trading, auctions or pure enjoyment, France is by far our 

largest source of wine imports. Last year, the value of our wine imports from 
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France reached HK$6.1 billion (€628 million), representing almost 50 per 

cent (49.1%) growth year-on-year. 

 

On that note, I invite you to raise your glasses of duty-free 

Champagne and congratulate France on its National Day.  

 

I also wish the French athletes “bonne chance” at the London 

Olympics which get under way later this month. 

 

Please join me in a toast: To the People of the Republic of France.  

 

 


