
 

Consulat Général de France à Hong Kong 

Admiralty Centre, Tower II, 26/F, 18 Harcourt Road, HONG KONG 

http://www.consulfrance-hongkong.org 

 

 

1 

 

CONSULAT GÉNÉRAL DE FRANCE À HONG KONG 
26/F Admiralty Centre – Tower 2 – 18 Harcourt Road –Hong Kong 

 
 

Hong Kong, 8 June 2015 

Dear Tony Leung, 

Dear Carina Lau, 

Dear Wong Kar Wai, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies & gentlemen, 

 

My wife Elisa and myself are delighted to welcome you to the French residence. As you 

know, we are gathered tonight to celebrate an outstanding actor and a dear friend of us 

all, Mr. Tony Leung. Well, it is a great pleasure for us to host this ceremony. 

Dear Tony, 

I would like to start by welcoming here in the home of France all your many dear friends 

and long-time partners. I know the key role they played in building with you the great 

career that we are celebrating together today. I would like in particular to welcome your 

wife Carina. We have a say in French which states that there’s a great woman behind 

any great man. In your case she’s obviously not hard to find. 

Dear Tony, 

Even if you were born in Hong Kong, a landmark for cinema, the acting career was not 

an obvious path for you…  
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Actually, at the age of 6, fan of Bruce Lee, you wanted to learn kung-fu. But, your wise 

and protective mother didn’t allow you to do so - probably avoiding young Tony a lot of 

troubles... However, as you are a very determined person, you finally succeeded, 40 

years later, to get the opportunity to learn martial arts. I indeed was told that you have 

trained one year and a half before being able to embody Yip Man in The Grandmaster, 

the much acclaimed movie shot by your dear friend Wong Kar-wai.  

But let me come back to the beginning. Right after school, your encounter with actor 

Stephen Chow changed your life: he encouraged you to follow his path and, at the age 

of 19, you joined the TVB Actor Training Class. You quickly gained a “star” or at least a 

“young star” status after TVB casted you as the host of a children's program called “430 

Space Shuttle”. You also appeared in TV series such as “Young Heroes or “Police 

Cadet 84”. 

But that was of course just a beginning since your talent did not go unnoticed by cinema 

directors, locally as well as internationally. 

Your cinema career began indeed by playing leading roles in local movies such as Love 

Unto Waste by Stanley Kwan. In 1992, your interpretation in John Woo’s action film 

Hard Boiled, in which you co-starred with Chow Yun-fat, is considered as your 

breakthrough role. 

Often depicted as a perfectionist and very dedicated actor, and as an extremely 

sensitive person, your talent and charisma have also convinced overseas directors. The 

Franco-Vietnamese director Tran Anh Hung directed you in Cyclo (1995) and famous 

Taiwanese director Hou Hsiao-Hsien chose you for the leading role of A City of 

Sadness (1989). Both films won the Venice Golden Lion. 
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Dear Tony, 

At that time already, your fame and recognition had become international.  

But we could not talk about your incredible career without mentioning the great Master 

and your dearest friend Wong Kar-wai. You made seven movies together and we are all 

looking forward to seeing the eighth! 

Let me recall some of them. 

Your professional relationship began in 1991 with Days of Being Wild, which was also 

your first collaboration with Maggie Cheung. Then, you shot Chungking Express, for 

which you won the Best Actor award at Golden Horse Film Festival. 

In 1997, you collaborated on Happy Together, an intimate road-movie, showing the 

difficult path of two uprooted lovers. Shot almost entirely in Argentina, the film was 

presented at Cannes Film Festival. International critics praised your interpretation and 

this French experience, the first of many, proved very successful since Wong Kar-wai 

won the Best Director Prize. 

In 2000, you were both back to Cannes where you presented In the Mood for Love in 

which you performed the tenebrous and mesmerizing journalist Chow Mo-wan.  

For this remarkable and unforgettable film, coproduced with France, you were awarded 

the festival’s Best Actor Prize and the movie also won a César for best foreign film in 

2001. 

In the Mood for Love was, as you probably know, a tremendous success in France, with 

more than 1.2 million admissions. It’s been considered a cult movie for an entire 

generation of cinema lovers for whom it epitomizes HK. Thanks to both of you, the 

French have a romantic vision of HK and they come here with the dream of meeting the 

beautiful and mysterious Su Li-zhen round the corner… 
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In 2004, your fruitful collaboration with Wong Kar-wai gave birth to another chef 

d’oeuvre: 2046, a graphic and futuristic tale marked by your magnificent interpretation 

with co-star Maggie Cheung. 2046 is a tremendous hymn to life, love and spleen and 

another successful cooperation with France since it is a French coproduction and was 

unveiled at Cannes Film Festival,. 

Dear Tony, 

This is just a quick overview of an outstanding career, which is perfectly balanced 

between local hits and internationally renowned films. 

Your achievements have gained you a worldwide recognition. And, I am happy to say, 

maybe nowhere more than if France.  

But there are a few things that my fellow countrymen ignore about you but which reveal 

the variety of your talents.  

The first one is that, on top of being this unique actor, you are also a great singer, not 

only in karaoke, but also on stage and that you have recorded many albums from 1986 

to 2006.  

The second one is that, beyond the melancholic roles which made you famous 

worldwide, you are also a great comedian. There I want to mention another 

collaboration between you and Wong Kar-Wai, a movie called The Eagle Shooting 

Heroes. It is a comedy in which you performed a frog Kung fu dance.  I could also 

mention the wacky role of Albert in Jackie Chan’s action comedy Gorgeous.  

Thirdly, I want to say, because I feel very grateful for it, that you have always been a 

great supporter of the French culture in Hong Kong. Last year, along with Carina, you 

kindly accepted to support Le French May arts Festival by being one of its ambassadors. 

Your contribution was a tremendous asset for the promotion of our Festival. 
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Dear Tony, 

You are a multitalented artist with an exceptional career. You are also a friend of France. 

You are one of the largest movie stars in Asia and rightly perceived as such in my own 

country. You have gained all over the planet, and particularly in France, a well-deserved 

recognition.  

For this exceptional career and for the role you played in bringing french and HK 

cultures closer together, I am now proud to bestow upon you this decoration, as a sign 

of appreciation for the exceptional contribution of a friend of France. 

 

Monsieur Tony LEUNG, au nom du Ministre de la Culture et de la Communication, je 

vous remets les insignes d’Officier dans l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres. 

 

Arnaud BARTHELEMY 
Consul General 
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